OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION ON 
THE NATIONAL QUESTION 


by I. Verkhovtsev 


THB STRATRGY AND ‘TACTICS OF LENINISM STATEMENT OF THE EDITORIAL BOARD 


ao MILITANT WEAPON IN THE HANDS OF 
FRATERNAL COMMUNIST PARTIES 


by V. Grigoryan T IIE Editorial Board of COMMUNIST herewith rejects 
sae | and withdraws the statment on the Bditorial article of 

| the journal For A Lasting Peace, For A People’s Demo- 
; cracy dated 27th January, 1950, which was printed in the 
last issue of COMMUNIST, Vol. Il, February-March, 1950. 

The Editorial Board has since been conducting detail- 

ed discussions on the above-mentioned editorial article 

in the light of the Manifesto and the reports made at the 
Peking Conference of Trade Unions of Asia and Australasia. 
(November, 1949), in the light of articles and works of Com- 

yade Mao T'se-tung, of the recent articles and speeches of 

the leaders of the Chinese Communist Party and of the: 
documents of the Soviet academicians on the colonial revo- 


ae lutions. 
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wage, le | GOMMUNIST since January, 1949. 

ab, Ke ; On the other hand, the Editorial Board, under the 
| onde a cover of a formal acceptance of the editorial article of the 
pessoal ree ang journal of the Information Bureau of the Communist and 
i “4 Workers’ Parties had actually taken a self-justificatory 

position in that statement. : F 
In its authoritative sitet Ae) eu pe 

te Democracy” and “On the Agr ia 

, ey Pihicned eS Vol. Il, No. I, January 1949; “Struggle 
for a People’s Democracy and Svcialism — Some Questions 
} of Strategy and Tactics” published in Vol. I, No. ae June- 
| July, 1949; “On Revisionism in the light of Lenin’s Teach- 
! 


190-B, Khetwadi Main Road, Bombay 4 


ings” i in Vol. II, No. 2, February, 1949, the Edito- 
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fraternal relations of the world Communist brotherhood, to 
the extent of open slander of Comrade Mao Tse-tung and 
the Chinese Communist Party. 

The Editorial Board thanks its readers and supporters 
for the political initiative and vigilance they have 
shown, for the sharp criticism they have levelled against its 
self-justificatory statement on the Editorial article of dhe 
journal For a Lasting Peace For a People’s Democracy and 
against the Left-Sectarian and Trotskyite line which the 
Hditorial Board pursued in its statements and articles, 

This criticism has helped the Editorial Board a 
great deal to make a complete turn and to chalk out the 
broad lines of the new strategy and tactics of the present 
stage of the Indian revolution, which can serve as a basis 
for achieving unification of the Communist movement. 

The Editorial Board herewith withdraws all the state- 
ments and articles mentioned above and requests the 
readers of COMMUNIST not to consider them as authorita- 
tive any longer. 

The Editorial Board which has been reconstituted 
in the light of the criticism of its readers and in the light of 
its own self-criticism, will soon publish < detailed criticism 
of the above-mentioned articles and will soon publish a new 
piascteent and resolution defining the policy of the Editorial 
"Board. 

In the present number, we are publishing a i 
adopted by the new Editorial Boned on the Ascetic 
ist criticism of Comrade Mao Tse-tung made in the article 


cy and Socialism, etc.” 
, No. 4, June-July, 1949, 


“Struggle for People’s Democra 
published in COMMUNIST Vol. IT 


GREETINGS TO COMMUNIST PARTY 


OF CHINA ON ITS 29TH ANNIVERSARY, 
JULY 1, 1950. 


The Central Committee of the Communist Party of India 
has sent the following message of greetings to the Commu- 


nist Party of China on the 29th Anniversary of the latter on 
July 1: 


T HE Central Committee of the Communist Party of 
India greets the Communist Party of China on the 29th 
anniversary of its foundation. 

This is the first time that the entire people of China are 
joyously celebrating the anniversary of the foundation of 
the Communist Party of China. They know full well that 
it was under the wise leadership of their Communist Party 
that the entire mainland of China has been cleared of the 
rule of the Kuomintang, the American puppets. They also 
know that it is under the same leadership that the liberation 
of Tibet and Taiwan, the implementation of agrarian re- 
forms, the industrialisation of the country and other mea- 
sures are going to be carried out, thus transforming semi- 
colonial China into an advanced industrial country and lay- 
ing the basis for Socialism. 

The entire democratic world is also happy that the 479 
million people of China, under the leadership of their Com- 
munist Party, have become stable members of the inter- 
national camp of peace, democracy and. Socialism. 

Particularly happy are the peoples of the colonial world 
at this first and greatest victory of People’s Democracy se a 
colonial country. The utter defeat of American and ot ar 
imperialists as well as their Chinese stooges, by the eee 
people under the leadership of the Communist Party 0 
China, is a source of inspiration to all colonial peoples; they 
all see in the Chinese revolution the model for their own 

“revolutions. The peoples of Viet Nam, Malaya, Burma, Phi- 
lippines, Indonesia, have already taken to this path and other 
colonial people are going to take it. 


Ener 
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The Communist Parties in the colonial world are look- 
ing upon the Communist Party of China as their model. 
The 29 years long history of the Communist Party of China 
has shown them how to unite their own people under pro- 
letarian hegemony and how to build a Lenin-Stalin Bolshe- 
, vik Party in a colonial country. 

While associating itself with the worldwide celebration 
of this anniversary, the Central Committee recalls with 
gratitude the direct ideological assistance rendered by the 
Communist Party of China to the Communist Party of India, 
The Open Letter which it addressed to the ranks of the Com. 
munists in India in 1933 was greatly instrumental in correct- 
ing the Left-sectarian mistakes of those days and in uniting 
the scattered Communist groups in India into an All-India 
Communist Party. The Central Committee gratefully ack- 
nowledges the invaluable aid rendered by the leadership of 

$ the Communist Party of China, through their writings and 
on speeches to our present inner-Party discussions. 

: The Central Committee realises that the best way for 
it to celebrate the anniversary of the foundation of the 
Communist Party of China is to intensify its own struggle 
against Anglo-American imperialism and its Indian agents. 
For, after the utter defeat inflicted on it by the Chinese 
People’s Liberation Army led by the Communist Party of 
China, the international camp of reaction is trying to make 
India its base of aggression against the Soviet Union, China 
and other democratic Socialist countries and also of inter- 
vention against the liberation struggle waged by the peo- 
ples of Burma and countries of South-East Asia.” 

Armed with the lessons of the Chinese Revolution as 
drawn by the Communist Party of China and its great lea- 
der, Comrade Mao Tse-tung, the Central Committee has 
pledged to unite the entire people of India against Anglo- 
American imperialism and its Indian stooges. The brave 
fighters of Telengana, Andhra, Mymensingh, etc., have al- 
ready shown that the Chinese path is the path for India 
also. The Central Committee is sure that following this path, 
the Indian people can defeat the diabolical plans of Anglo- 
American imperialism to: make India its base of aggression. 
against the Soviet Union and China as well as of interven- 
tion against the peoples of South-East Asia, liberate their 
_ country from the imperialist grip and establish People’s 

Democracy, 

The Great Lenin prophesied that when the Indian 
ople take their place shoulder to shoulder with the peo-. 
toy a and of the Soviet Union in the struggle for 
‘there would not be the slightest shadow of 
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doubt what the final outcome of the world struggle would 


be—the victory of Socialism is fully and absolutely assured.’ 

A great responsibility now rests on the shoulders of the 
Communist Party of India to bring the great Indian peo- 
ple into the world front of peace, democracy and Socialism, 
headed by the Soviet Union, in which the Chinese people 
led by their Communist Party have already taken their 
rightful place. 

There is not the slightest doubt that with the fraternal 
assistance of the Chinese Communist Party and the world 
Communist movement, the working class and the people 
of India will be able to discharge that responsibility and 
play their part in fulfilling Lenin’s prophecy, 


Long live the Communist Party of China and its leader 
Comrade Mao Tse-tung! 


Long live the fraternal solidarity of the working class 
and peoples of China and India, the struggle for 
lasting peace, People’s Democracy and Socialism! 


Long live the anti-imperialist democratic front led by 
the Socialist Soviet Union and the leader and teach- 
er of the working class and progressive humanity 
—COMRADE STALIN! 


June 30, 1950, 


‘STATEMENT OF EDITORIAL BOARD OF 
COMMUNIST ON ANTI-LENINIST CRITICISM 
OF COMRADE MAO TSE-TUNG 


_ Made in the article “Struggle for People’s Democracy 
‘and Socialism”, COMMUNIST, Vol. Il, No. 4. 


T HE Editorial Board of Communist unreservedly with- 
! draws the entire criticism of Comrade Mao Tse-tung 
made in the course of an article entitled “Struggle for Peo- 
ple’s Democracy and Socialism—Some Questions of Strategy 
and Tactics” published in Communist, ‘Vol. II, No, 4, June- 
July, 1949. } 
ae The Editorial Board tenders its deeply felt apologies to 
; Comrade Mao Tse-tung and to the Central Committee of 
‘the Communist Party of China. The Editorial Board is 
fully conscious of the fact that the unworthy attacks against 
Comrade Mao Tse-tung made in the Communist was wrong 
not only against the Communist Party of China but against 
the solidarity of the international Communist front, a cri- 
“minal violation of the principle of fraternal cooperation 
among Communists of all countries. 
‘This criticism was not only wrong and anti-Leninist, 
but also a base slander against the leader of the victorious 
_ Chinese Revolution and the Communist Party of China. 
-Objectively it only brought grist to the mill of the villifica- 
tion campaign started by the Anglo-American imperialists 
with the sole object of maligning Comrade Mao and the 
Chinese Communist Party in the eyes of the peoples of the 
colonial countries and of disrupting the solidarity of the 
_ anti-imperialist democratic front. 
_—s»- The making and aeceptance of such criticism and its 
lication in the theoretical journals like Communist 
(English), in Bengali, Marathi and Hindi publications is 
one of the most serious of the many mistakes committed by 
the Editorial Board. 
___If the Editorial Board had doubts about certain formula- 
1e writings of Com. Mao Tse-tung ( if it was unable 
and the meaning of the policies pursued by the 
communist Party, it was its elementary duty to 
touch with the 1 dership of the Chinese Com- 
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munist Party to get its doubts solved by mutual discussions, 
This is what the solidarity of the international Communist 
front and the loyalty to the principle of the fraternal co- 
operation among Communists of all countries, demands of 
Communists of every country if they are to remain loyal to 
the cause of revolution. 

* But the Hditorial Board took the harmful course of 
making an open, abusive and uncomredely attack upon 
Comrade Mao Tse-tung. It was not an isolated mistake. It 
was a necessary part of the Trotskyite-Titoite conceptions 
which dominated the mind of the Editorial Board, of its ef- 
fort to pursue Left-opportunist policies. The Editorial 
Board imagined that its Left-opportunist conceptions of the 
nature of the People’s Democratic revolution in India, of its 
class alliance and strategy, which it had acquired under 
the influence of Titoist literature, was the last word in the 
application of Marxist-Leninist theory to the problems of the 
new stage of the colonial liberation movement, 

Comrades from Andhra had submitted a document to 
the Editorial Board soon after the Second Party Congress 
(in June 1948) in which they very correctly proposed that 
the concrete formulation of the strategy and tactics to be 
pursued by the Party in its struggle to realise the pro- 
gramme .and objective set forth by the Second Congress, 
should be made on the basis of the ideas developed by Com- 
rade Mao Tse-tung in-his classical work New Democracy. 

The comrades from Andhra, who were pioneers in un- 
leashing the agrarian revolution and in leading militant 
struggles of the peasants and people of Telengana, correctly 
pointed out that Mao’s work was a brilliant contribution to 
the Lenin-Stalin teaching on the national liberation revolu- 
tion in the colonies, They insisted that the path followed 
by the Chinese Communist Party in unleashing the national 
liberation struggle in the face of Kuomintang reaction and 
its white terror is the path which Indian Communists must 
adopt in the present phase. 

The Editorial Board bent upon pushing forward its 
Troskyist conception of the present stage of the Indian re- 
volution, which denied its national liberationist and colo- 
nial character, and its Left-opportunist policies, rejected the 
proposal of the Andhra comrades and made a malicious at- 
tack upon Com. Mao Tse-tung. 3 

The Editorial Board hypocritically stated that it “ac- 
cepted Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin as the authoritative 


«sources of Marxism”, and that it has “not discovered new 


sources of Marxism beyond thesetwa ee: 
After: having declared itself the only authoritative in- 


inese Revolution : 


r is there any Communist Party 
mce to the so-called theory of New 
be propounded by Mao and declgres 
n to Marxism. Singularly enough there 
to this new addition to Marxism in the 
e Parties in Europe, ive, Communist In- 
'B.). Under these circumstances it is 
section of the leadership of the Central 
take upon itself the task of recommending new 

h one of the most authoritative conferences 
has not thought fit to recommend. The Andhra 

_ should have thought ten times before making 
ormulation and taking an original stand on the 
on of this contribution. It is impermissible for Com- 
ists to talk lightly about new discoveries, enrichment, 
use such claims have proved too often to be a thin cloak 
evisionism (Tito, Browder, etc.). (Communist, Vol. I, 
Dao r 


ning itself as the pontiff of Marxism-Leninism, 

torial Board has here pronounced the classic work 
ina’s New Democracy as revisionist and has shown 
brazen-facedness to suggestively mention Tito 
Browder in that connection. { 

‘Editorial Board knew very w 11 that it could not 
side the important questions raised by the Andhra 
d put across its Troskyite Left-sectarian policies, 
1 as the Party ranks continued to regard Com. Mao 

‘as one of the outstanding leaders of the internation- 
unist movement—a creative Marxist and a conti- 
of the teaching of Lenin and Stalin on the national 
ion revolution of the colonies. 
is why the Editorial Board dishonestly pitted the 
of the Nine Communist Parties’ Conference against 
Mao in order to declare his great work as revision- 
is why the Editorial Board went to the length of 

ly mentioning the names of Tito and Browder in 

1 as that of Com. Mao—and that at a time 

a al press was slandering him as 
Ey 


comrades in their document of June 1948 
that only the Indian big bourgeoisie 
perialism and had passed over to 
ounter-revolution, Basing them- 
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selves on the teachings of Stalin and Mao Tse-tung, the - 
, the | 

Goat comrades argued that the middle Lounges) con- | 
inued to be oppressed by foreign imperialists and Indian | 
pia capitalists and that the Communists, in forging 
he Democratic Front against Anglo-American imperialists 
and their Indian servitors, the Indian big bourgeoisie, will | 
have to adopt a correct attitude towards this middle bour- ” | 
geoisie. The Editorial Board, in order to bolster up its anti- 
Leninist, Left-sectarian and disruptive thesis that the en- 
tire bourgeoisie had lined up in the camp of reaction, that 
the entire bourgeoisie had to be fought, made this unworth 
and slanderous attack on Comrade Mao Tse-tung. 3 

The Editorial Board dishonestly and without any proof, 
suggested that Mao’s programme of New Democracy was 
based on the reformist conception of collaboration with sec- 
tions of the bourgeoisie. Comrade Mao T’se-tung was false- 
ly accused of propounding that the New Democratic regime 
to be created by the victorious revolution would be promot- 
ing “capitalism” and that he was completely negating “the 
transitional anti-capitalist character of the economic order 
under People’s Democracy” and denying the perspective of 
advance to the construction of Socialism, 

The Editorial Board picked up isolated’ phrases and 
paragraphs out of context from the writings of Mao to ‘ 
“prove” this lie and proclaimed arrogantly that: 


— 


“Some of Mao’s formulations are such that no Com- 
munist Party can accept them; they are in contradiction 
to the world understanding of the Communist Parties.” 
(Communist, Vol. II, No. 4, p 78) 


Once again the international Communist movement is 

pitted against Com. Mao. It is slyly suggested that Mao’s 
q Marxism is of a doubtful brand and has little in common 

with that of the international Communist movement, thus 

once again lending a hand to the slander campaign of the 
} imperialists, 

The Andhra comrades in their document of June 1948 
had drawn pointed attention to the fact that the Anglo- 
American imperialists had launched since March 1948 a furi- 

: cous and armed offensive against the rising national libera- | 
tion movement in the countries of South-east Asia, and that | 
the brutal repression and white” terror launched by the 
Nehru-Patel Government against the democratic forces 
headed by the Communist Party of India was a part of this 
imperialist offensive. 

The Andhra comrades quite correctly proposed that the 3] 

Indian proletariat and Communists must in this situation 

Bs eelag' | 
eae 


Ree PS eee eee Pye 


ommunist Party in 

Chinese people against vee can doubt this.” (J. V. Stalin, Marxism and the 
reactionaries. They pro- aie and Colonial Question, Lawrence and Wishart, Lon- 
t concentrate on the task of s , pp. 251-2) 

of the peasants for urgently The Editorial Board suppressed this fact from its read- 


rural areas of Bengal, Ls aa ers. 

unfolded the perspective of a eb) The present leadership of the Chinese i 
ged resistance. yl 4 Party headed by Comrades Mao Tse-tung, Gia 
ard had already adopted an anti- * others came to the helm of affairs some twenty years ago. 
arian question in India. This It did so by waging a determined struggle against both Right 
nee of feudal relations in India and Left deviations from Marxism-Leninism, by fighting 
‘of rallying all the peasantry in the for the, correct Lenin-Stalin strategy and tactics of leading 
yut feudal and semi-feudal landlordism. national liberation struggles. Under the leadership of Com- 
: therefore, not only rejected the pro- rade Mao Tse-tung, the Chinese Communist Party mastered 
h followed by the Chinese people, but the tactics of realising proletarian hegemony in the libera- 


tion struggle and became a mighty force, rallying the vast 
masses of the peasantry capable of achieving its fimal his- 
toric victory. The Editorial Board said nothing about this. 
c) Already in 1935, when the Chinese Communist Party 

f the Sixth Congress of the Communist In- under the leadership of Comrade Mao Tse-tung had waged 
Rabeeust, 1998), which drew lessons from the “protracted civil war” against Chiang Kai-shek for eight 
es committed by the former leadership of long years the Communist International at its Seventh 
Congress paid a warm and glowing tribute to the Communist 


ner to give a falsified and slanderous in- 
e history of the Communist Party of 


1 Board quoted a long passage from the 


ty of China. From this passage, the Hdi- pe ) 
: ee utterly false ae eLyit Be Gane rapier. Bug agg a a asa mol all colo - 
f r S. rad se-tung was elected to the 
rots of the Ousnose com- Executive Committee of the Communist International. The 
Pete tegiealie fient for the hegemony of the Editorial Board suppressed this fact from its readers. 
pri ging the majority of the masses in ane This villification of the Communist Party of China and 
nder the leadership of the proletariat, because it ie slander of its great leader, Mao Tse-tung, indulged in 
si ioticles Daten iearioiaisaster” (ibid, p. 84) y the Editorial Board is a serious crime against the Com- 
2 ; i munist movement, against proletarian internationalism. 
apt and dishonest is this effort of It arose not merely out of the political ignorance and 
ndermine the prestige of the Chi- petty bourgeois arrogance of the Editorial Board. It was a 
nd its leadership in the eyes of the necessary part of the Editorial Board’s Titoist Left-opportu- 
from the following facts: i nist policy. 
1927, Comrade Stalin had replied Tt was the outcome of the anti-international trend in the 
LV hich had sought to slander the Editorial Board which manifested itself in the slanderous 
ina similar way. Stalin said : criticism of the brother Communist Parties made in the 


article on Revisionism (Communist, Vol. II, No. 2, February 
1949) and in the publication of the correspondence of the 
le fact that the Chinese Com- Australian and British Parties. It expressed itself in the 
arousing millions of peasants failure to publish articles of the leaders of the Chinese 
the Chinese Communist 1 Communist Party in the Communist. It finally expressed 
iod in gaining all these 1 itself in the suppression of the Peking Manifesto and the 
1e fact that it followed delay in the publication of the editorial of the organ of the 
indicated by the Com- Information Bureau of the Communist and Workers’ Parties. 
oneg In making and publishing this criticism of Mao Tse-tung, 


Sommunist Party in China grew 
small group of 2,000 into a mass 


s indirect support to 
erican imperia- 
i a barrier between 
Chinese revolution and the 
dia, preventing them from 
“theoretical and practical ex- 
Party. The Editorial Boartl is 
h of the discipline and solidarity 
unist movement, of violating the 
operation between the Communists 


Board, after ent 
e basis of the criticism of its readers 
i its: own members, condemned the 


of artic nd authoritative statements. 
ade r eu the serious anti-international trend 
in these articles. The making and publishing of 
rous criticism of Comrade Mao and the Chinese 
Party was one of the worst manifestations of 
e meeting of the Editorial Board therefore took 
o reconstitute itself, 
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assary to refute in detail the criticism of Comrade 
made by the Editorial Board in the course of 

on Strategy and Tactics and to draw the 
e significance of the invaluable teaching and 
: the great Chinese Revolution for the Indian 
and for the Indian people, to wage a persistent 
t bourgeois nationalism which is the source 
; deviation and of the “anti-international’ 

Editorial Board; to educate the vanguard 
{ in the spirit of proletarian internation- 


* 
s on People’s Democracy and on Strategy 
ed by the Hditorial Board denied as the 
he Chinese question, the anti-imperialist 
yolution and the colonial character 
imposition of the Mountbatten 
‘t-opportunist understanding, 
anti-imperialist, anti-feudal 
cter of the present stage of 


of Section III, the Editorial Board has made an utterly 
wrong criticism of Comrade Mao Tse-tung’s important work 
N ew Democracy. The Editorial Board has not only ridiculed 
the idea that this book contained a valuable contribution: 
to the Lenin-Stalin theory of national liberation revolutions 
in the colonies and semi-colonies, but has gone to the length 
of condemning this great work as “revisionist” and placing 
it On a par with Browder’s reformism and Tito’s Trotskyism. 
This impudent and bankrupt criticism of Comrade Mao’s 
great work is the best exposure of the ‘Left'-opportunist 
understanding and line of the Editorial Board, 

Comrade Mao’s New Democracy was the product of 
the integration of Marxist-Leninist theory with the revolu- 
jonary practice of the Chinese people’s liberation struggle 
led by the proletariat. That is why it has the most valuable 
essons for the proletariat and the Communist Parties in 
India and the other colonial countries. 
In his New Democracy Comrade Mao Tse-tung defined 
the New Democratic revolution in the colonies and semi- 
colonies as an anti-imperialist, anti-feudal revolution, under 
he leadership of the working class and the Communist 
Party. The central slogan of this revolution was the New 
Democratic republic of all anti-imperialist classes, in which 
he leading role belonged to the working class. This revolu- 
tion was a part of the proletarian Socialist world revolution, 
The accomplishment of the first stage of the revolution 
culminating in the setting up of the People’s Democratic 
Republic and the People’s Democratic dictatorship of the 
anti-imperialist classes led by the working class opens the 
way to the second stage, the building cf Socialist society. 

In propounding these great ideas which have been 
brilliantly confirmed by the historic victory of the revolution 
in China, Comrade Mao Tse-tung uttered a sharp warning 
against mixing the two stages. Condemning the theory of 
“a single revolution” which the Chinese Trotskyists were 
putting forward, Comrade Mao said that it was an “entirely 
subjective thought” which purports to “accomplish both the 
political revolution and the social revolution in one stroke” 
in utter disregard of the development of the revolution, 1.e., 
the mecessily of a period of transition between one reyolu- 
tion and another. Such talk by confusing the two stages of 
the revolution tends to injure the cause of revolution by 
diminishing the importance of the»demoeratie tasks to be 
carried out at the present juncture. (New Democracy, PPH, 
1950, p. 20) 

The Editorial Board in its statements on People’s Demo- 
eracy and on Strategy and Tactics has committed this very 


why the Editorial Board belittleg 
aa t work on New Democracy 
st that it was not applicable to 


“Mao Tse-tung’s New Democracy, first pub- 
ten years ago in January 1940, is a brilliant 
of the Lenin-Stalin teachings of the strategy and 
national revolution in the colonies, to the tasks 
of the Chinese revolution. That book inspired 
and thousands of Chinese Communists to give 
eadership to the progressive forces of the Chinese 
le, who at that time were passing through difficult times, 
ting on the one hand the war of resistance against Japa- 
ggression, while at the same time they were being 
ected to a treacherous assault by the Kuomintang 
onaries, : 
bs The basic ideas about the New Democratic revolution in 
eloped in this book have not only stood the test 
but have been fully confirmed by the subsequent 
ment and the victorious outcome of the revolution 
a. ; ¢ 
ae ideas developed by Comrade Mao in his New 
ocracy have been further developed and concretised by 
| his later articles especially in the article ‘“‘Dictator- 
p of People’s Democracy” (For A Lasting Peace, For A 
eople’s Democracy, No. 14 (41), July 15, 1949). He sums up 
lessons and experience of the Chinese revolution in the 


experience consists of the following three 
iplined Party equipped with the theory of Marx, 
nin and Stalin, using the method of self-criticism 


; eople’s Democracy, No, 14 (41), July 15, 1949) 


cle of the organ of the Information 
the tasks of the Indian Communists 
light on our Left-sectarian mistakes, 
these main lessons of the rich expe- 


- acoumel 
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_ Comrade Mao Tse-tung diligently assimilated the teach- 
ings of the great Stalin on the perspectives of the Chinese 
Revolution and correctly expounded them in his New 
Democracy written ten years ago. Basing himself on Stalin’s 
artiéle “International Significance of the October Revolu- 
tion” written in 1918, Comrade Mao wrote: 


“Since the publication of the article, Stalin has again 
and again developed the theory regarding the colonial and 
semi-colonial revolution, its separation from the old type, 
and its transformation into a part of the proletarian So- 


cialist revolution.” (China’s New Democracy, PPH, Bombay, 
1950, p. 7) 


In this book written in the beginning of the Second 
World War, Comrade Mao emphasised the fact that with all 
imperialist countries as her enemies China cannot attain 
her independence without the aid of the one Socialist coun- 
try (USSR) and the international proletariat, China must 
join the anti-imperialist front and take part in the world 
revolution. He very correctly characterised the People’s 
Democratic revolution in China as 


“a, new type of revolution, wholly or partly led by the pro- 
letariat, the first stage of which aims at setting up a New 
Democratic society, a new state of the combined dictatorship 
of all revolutionary classes.” (Ibid, p. 6) 


Already ten years ago he foresaw the perspective of 
the Chinese revolution—a People’s Democratic revolution led 
by the proletariat directly passing over into Socialist revo- 
lution, without having to pass through a capitalist develop- 
ment, in alliance with and with the fraternal assistance of 
the Socialist Soviet Union—a perspective which is today not 
a distant goal but an objective of practicable achievement 
especially with the signing of the treaty of friendship and 
mutual assistance between the People’s Republic of China 
and the Soviet Union. 

In his New Democracy, Comrade Mao wrote: 


“The first stage of China’s revolution (which again is 
divided into many sub-stages according to its social charac- 
ter, is a new bourgeois democratic revolution, not the new- 
est proletarian Socialist revolution, though it long ago in the 
past became a part of the latter, and is a magnificent part, a 
magnificent ally of it at the present. The first step or stage of 
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nationally we belong to the anti-imperialist front, 
y the Soviet Union and for genuine friendly aid we 
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ationally, it is the alliance with the Soviet Union 
eople's Democracies — the fact that China is now 
‘p f the anti-imperialist democratic front 
rt] alist Soviet Union—that secures and con- 
national independence and facilitates her 
rards Socialism, 
y, it is the leadership of the working class 
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the greatest stress on this in the 


overthrown primarily 
id the peasantry. The 
‘ocialism depends, in 


the main, on the alliance of these two classes, The working 
class must lead the dictatorship of the People’s Democracy, 
for only the working class is the most far-sighted, just, un- 
selfish and consistently revolutionary class. The history of 
all revolutions shows that without the leadership of the 
Working class the revolution is doomed to failure. But un- 
der the leadership of the working class the revolution will 
be victorious.” (For A Lasting Peace, For A People’s Demo- 
eracy, No. 14 (41), July 15, 1949) 


All this shows how Comrade Mao has developed and 
concretised in the true spirit of Lenin-Stalin teachings the 
ideas about the transition of People’s Democracy to Social- 
ism in China, which he formulated ten years ago in his 
New Democracy. : 


IV 


The Editorial Board completely ignored this brilliant 
exposition given by Comrade Mao of the perspective of the 
People’s Democratic revolution in China, and of the course 
of its transilion to Socialism under the leadership of the 
working class. In the course of the article “Struggle for 
People’s Democracy and Socialism”, the Editorial Board 
has made an utterly dishonest criticism of the exposition gi- 
ven by Comrade Mao Tse-tung of the transitional measures 
which the People’s Democratic state will have to take to 
consolidate its victory and to prepare the pre-requisites for 
the transition to building of Socialism (ref. Communist, 
Vol. II, No. 4, p. 78). 

The Editorial Board wrongly attributed to Comrade 
Mao the view that he stood for the promotion of capitalism 
as the dominant economy in the period immediately follow- 
ing the victory of the People’s Democratic revolution. 

A distorted interpretation was given of the following 
quotation from Mao Tse-tung’s Political Report to the Se- 
venth Congress of the Communist Party of China (April 24, 
1945) which the Andhra Secretariat had quoted in their do- 
cument to refute the argument of those who said that at this 
stage of the revolution itself we have to fight against the 
entire bourgeoisie, against the entire capital: 


“Some people cannot understand why the Communists, 
far from being anti-pathetie to capitalism, actually promote 
its development....What China does not want is foreign 
capitalism and native feudalism, it does not oppose native 
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of these teachings of Lenin and Stalin when he was defining 


how the People’s Democratic state will have to adopt a cor- 
rect policy towards middle industrial and trading bourgeoi- 
Sie, In order to consolidate its power against the forces of 
foreign and native reaction and create the pre-requisites for 
the transition towards the building of Socialism, Not to see 
this*but to talk of “horrifying” and “loose formulations” of 
Comrade Mao is nothing but the blind arrogance of dogma- 
tists who refuse to learn from creative Marxism of the great 
leaders of international Communism, 

The Editorial Board had before it the whole report in the 
course of which Comrade Mao had explained how the stage 
of the New Democratic revolution is distinct from the stage 
of the Socialist revolution and how the tasks of the former 
which are in the main anti-imperialist, anti-feudal and na- 
tional liberationist, cannot be mixed with those of the lat- 
ter whch are the final liquidation of capitalism and the 
establishment of Socialism and Communism. In the same 
report Comrade Mao had also explained how the successful 
People’s Democratic revolution would prepare the pre- 
requisites for the establishment of Socialism by “restricting 
capital’—by ensuring that “all native or foreign enterprises 
that are either of the nature of monopolies....for instance, 
banking, railways, shipping, ctc.....should be managed by 
the state (i.e., People’s Democratic state) so that private 
capital may not control the livelihood of the people.” 

Predicting the future course of the Chinese revolution, 
J. V. Stalin had pointed out years ago that 


“when the working class wins hegemony in the Chinese 
revolution and consolidates its alliance with the peasantry 
and with the working people of town and country, it will be 
able to overcome resistance of the national bourgeoisie to 
achieve the complete victory of the bourgeois democratic re- 
volution and later to shift it gradually to the course of 
Socialist revolution with all the consequences arising there- 
from.” (J. V. Stalin, Collected Works, Russ. Ed., Vol. Tx, 
Pp. 222) 


The revolutionary regime formed under the leadership 
of the proletariat, pointed out J. V. Stalin, will be 


“a regime of transition to the non-capitalist or to be more 
precise, Socialist development of China.” (J. V. Stalin, Col- 
lected Works, Russ. Ed., Vol. VIII, p. 366) A 

Comrade Mao not only asserted in general terms this 


Stalinist teaching about the ‘non-capitalist’ development of 
China after the victory of the People’s Democratic revolu- 
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‘consolidation of the victory of the People’s Democratic 
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of American imperialism and its agents, which are 
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" ats iy what Comrade Mao said in his report to the 
Committee of the Communist Party of China on 

25, 1947: 


“The New Democratic revolution is to eliminate only 
sm and monopoly capitalism, only the landlord class. 
t bureaucratic bourgeoisie (big bourgeoisie)—not capi- 
n general and not the petty and middle bourgeoisie. 
the backwardness of China’s economy it will still 
ary to permit the existence, for a long period, of 
t ‘economy represented by the broad petty bour- 
e middle bourgeoisie even after the nationwide 
ution. 
1 accordance with the division of labour 
nomy, the development of all sections 
lal to the national economy will still be 
ill be an indispensible part of the 


te includes small-scale industrial 
se hire workers and employees. 


But besides these, there are the broad, independent, small 
industrial and commercial businessmen who do not hire 
workers or employees. With regard to these small industrial 
and commercial businessmen, it goes without saying that 
they, should be firmly protected. After the nationwide victory 
of the revolution the New Democratic state will have in its 
hands enormous state capital which controls the economic 
pulse of the entire country, taken over from the bureaucratic 
bourgeoisie. It will also have the agricultural economy eman- 
cipated from the feudal system. Although for quite a long 
time the agricultural economy will still be basically scattered 
and individual, it can be guided step by step in the direction 
of cooperatives in the future. Under these conditions the 
existence and development of small and middle capitalist ele~ 
ments are not at all dangerous. 

“The same applies to the new rich peasant economy 
which will necessarily come into being in the rural areas after 
the agrarian revolution. 

“Adopting the ultra-Left, erroneous policies toward 
petty bourgeois and middle bourgeois economic elements as 
our Party did in the period from 1931 to 1934 must absolu- 
tely not be permitted to recur.” (Turning Point in China, 
New Century Publishers, New York, 1948, pp. 16-17) 


These profound conclusions of Comrade Mao Tse-tung 


have now been incorporated in the Common Programme 
of the victorious People’s Republic of China. Article 30, 
Chapter 4 of the Common Programme lays down: 


“The people’s government shall encourage the active 
operation of all private economic enterprises beneficial to the 
national welfare and people’s livelihood and foster their 
long-term development.” 


But this is not promotion of capitalism as a dominant 


economy. This is guaranteed by the fact that: 


“State-owned economy is of a Socialist nature. All enter- 
prises vital to the economic life of the country and to the 
people’s livelihood shall come under the unified operation of 
the stale. All state-owned resources and enterprises are the 
common. property of all the people. They are the main mate- 
rial basis of the People’s Republic for the development of 
production and the creation of a prosperous economy and 
are the leading forces of the entire social economy.” (Article 


' 28, Chapter 4 of the Common Programme) 


It is guaranteed by the fact that the People’s Democratic 


state led by the working class ensures the workers employed 


-owned enterprises, proper living conditions 
rotection of their rights of trade union organisa- 
n ollective bargaining as against the employers. 
Under these conditions the relative expansion of the 
apitalist sector of economy only enables the People’s 
atic state to consolidate the gains of the revolution, 
ns the power of the working class and creates the 
/ for the march towards Socialist development, for 
he struggle to eliminate private-owned capitalist economy, 
for the complete squeezing out of the capitalist elements. 
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juring the interests of sections of the middle 
geoisie as well. The Editorial Board did not distinguish 
tween the Indian big bourgeoisie and the other sections. 
he bourgeoisie and failed to see that it is the former that 
the seat of power and is collaborating with im- 
sts as their agents. 4 
not Mao’s formulations on the development 5 
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Re p' te ove The significance of this 


| 
* “The Communist Party of China and the People’s Li- | 
beration Army of China earned the respect, recognition and aa | 
love of all the people. A single united front, unprecedented 

in breadth and depth and unifying the workers, the pea- 

sants, the urban petty bourgeoisie, the national minorities | 
and certain sections of the middle industrial and trading 
bourgeoisie was created inside the country. The petty and | 
the middle bourgeoisie in China suffered oppression and 
persecution at the hands of the reactionary big bourgeoisié, 

the landlord class and the Kuomintang power (which was in 

the hands of monopoly capital). The petty and middle bour- 

geoisie is not or very little connected with imperialism. That 

is why this bourgeoisie, according to the defintion of Mao 

Tse-tung ‘a real national bourgeoisie’, enters into a united 

front of struggle against internal reaction and foreign im- 

perialism. The basis of this united national front is the al- 

liance of the working class and the labouring peasantry un- 

der the leading role ol the working class.” (V. M. Maslennikov, 

“On Leading Role of the Working Class in the National 
Liberation Movement of the Colonial Peoples”, Colonial Peo- 

ples’ Struggle for Liberation, PPH, Bombay, 1950, p. 28) 


At the same time it is necessary to remember that the 
bringing of the middle bourgeoisie into such a united front 
cannot be achieved without conducting a correct struggle 
against this section of the bourgeoisie, which wavers during 
the course of the revolution between the reactionary bloc 
of the big bourgeoisie and imperialism on the one hand and 
the camp of democratic revolution on the other, supporting 
at one time the former and joining at others the latter. This 
is what Comrade Mao Tse-tung said about a section of this 
bourgeoisie in his report to the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of China in December 1947: 


“tm areas ruled by Chiang Kai-shek there is a section 
of the upper petty pourgeoisie and the middle bourgeoisie 
(ie., the national bourgeoisie — ¥.H:) who, though small in 
number have reactionary political tendencies — these are | 
‘the Rightist elements among these classes. ‘They dissemi- | 
nate illusions about American imperialism and Chiang Kai- | 
shek’s reactionary bloc. They oppose the People’s Democratic 
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It is of the utmost importance for the Indian Commu- 
nists to diligently study this experience garnered by the 
Chinese Communist Party in the course of its historic revo- 
lutionary struggle. This is all the more important today 
witen the national liberation struggle of the Indian people, 
which is now being led by the Indian working class, has 
entered into a new phase, when the resolute struggle of 
working class, peasantry and other progressive forces for a 
living wage, land and democracy, are rising to a higher 
form of struggle for land and for national liberation. 

It would be impossible for us to raise the countrywide 
people’s liberation struggle to a higher level and to lead it 
to victory unless we learn to bring the great masses of the 
peasantry under the leadership of the proletariat, unless we 
learn to draw them into the revolutionary struggle against 
feudal landlordism and for land. 

The vast experience of the Chinese Communist Party 
in unleashing the agrarian revolution, in combining the 
peasants’ struggle for land with the people’s liberation 
struggle against the imperialists and other bourgeois colla- 
borators, in consolidating workers’-peasants’ alliance under 
proletarian hegemony through the different stages of this 
struggle, is of immense importance to the Indian Commu- 
nists. 

The Andhra comrades, who have the experience of lead- 
ing the great Telengana struggle, had very correctly raised 
a pertinent point: 


“Our revolution in many respects differs from the class- 
ical Russian revolution, and is to a great extent similar to 
the Chinese revolution. The perspective is likely not that of 
general strikes and general rising leading to the liberation of 
the rural side, but the dogged resistance and prolonged 
struggle in the form of an agrarian revolution culminating in 
the coming into power of the democratic front.” 


But the Editorial Board instead of giving a straight 
answer to this question rejected the Chinese path outright. 
They accused the Andhra comrades of reformism, of 
counterposing the Russian way to the Chinese way and of 
ignoring the hegemony of the proletariat. - Actually it was 
the Editorial Board itself which was guilty of reformist 
sabotage and disruption of the struggle for unleashing the 
agrarian revolution. Holding fast to its ‘Left’-opportunist 
analysis of the agrarian question and talking loud of fighting 
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It is of the utmost importance for the Indian Commu- 
nists to diligently study this experience garnered by the 
Chinese Communist Party in the course of its historic revo 
lutionary struggle. This is all the more important today 
witen the national liberation struggle of the Indian people, 
which is now being led by the Indian working class, has 
entered into a new phase, when the resolute struggle of 
working class, peasantry and other progressive forces for a 
living wage, land and democracy, are rising to a higher 
form of struggle for land and for national liberation, 

It would be impossible for us to raise the countrywide 
people’s liberation struggle to a higher level and to lead it 
to victory unless we learn to bring the great masses of the 
peasantry under the leadership of the proletariat, unless we 
learn to draw them into the revolutionary struggle against 
feudal landlordism and for land. 

The vast experience of the Chinese Communist Party 
in unleashing the agrarian revolution, in combining the 
peasants’ struggle for land with the people’s liberation 
struggle against the imperialists and other bourgeois colla- 
borators, in consolidating workers’-peasants’ alliance under 
proletarian hegemony through the different stages of this 
struggle, is of immense importance to the Indian Commu- 
nists. 

The Andhra comrades, who have the experience of lead- 
ing the great Telengana struggle, had very correctly raised 
a pertinent point: 


“Our revolution in many respects differs from the class~- 
jeal Russian revolution, and is to a great extent similar to 
the Chinese revolution. The perspective is likely not that of 
general strikes and general rising leading to the liberation of 
the rural side, but the dogged resistance and prolonged 
struggle in the form of an agrarian revolution culminating in 
the coming into power of the democratic front.” 


But the Editorial Board instead of giving a straight 
answer to this question rejected the Chinese path outright. 
They accused the Andhra comrades of reformism, of 
counterposing the Russian way to the Chinese way and of 
ignoring the hegemony of the proletariat. - Actually it was 
the Editorial Board itself which was guilty of reformist 
sabotage and disruption of the struggle for unleashing the 
agrarian revolution. Holding fast to its ‘Left’-opportunist 
analysis of the agrarian question and talking loud of fighting 
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ary bases as the starting point of the strategy to safeguard 
‘the revolutionary forces and: to combat the counter-revo- 
lutionary forces, : 


Comrade Mao has summed up the essence of the path 


taken by the Chinese people in the following terms: 


“It is erratic to ignore the principles of armed strug- 
gles, the revolutionary wars, guerilla warfares and political 
work in the army. ’ 

“Faced with such enemies, questions arise concerning 
the special revolutionary bases. The great imperialist pow- 
ers and their reactionary allied armies in China have always 
indefinitely occupied the important Chinese cities, If the 
revolutionary force refuses to compromise with foreign im- 
perialism and its servile underlings, but contrarily, to 
struggle to the very end, and if the revolutionary force is to 
accumulate and nurture its own strength and avoid fighting 
decisive battles with the powerful enemies when its own 
strenght is not yet ascertained, then it must turn the back- 
ward remote rural areas into progressive strong bases, turn- 
ing them into great military, political, economic and cultural 
revolutionary strongholds. Then from these strongholds, the 
revolutionary force can start to drive out the malicious ene- 
mies based on the large cities encroaching upon the villages; 
also from these strongholds, the revolutionary forces may, 
through prolonged struggles, gradually achieve total suc- 
cess. Under such conditions, and because of the unbalanced 
condition of the Chinese economic development (the rural 
economy is not entirely dependent on urban economy), and 
of the vastness of China’s territories (there is immense 
space for the revolutionary forces to fall back to), and of 
the disunity and conflicts existing in the Chinese anti-revo- 
lutionary camp and of the fact that the main force of the 
Chinese revolution, the Chinese peasantry, is under the 
leadership of the Communist Party, thus, on the one hand, 
there is a great possibility for the Chinese revolution to suc- 
ceed, first and foremost, in the countryside....Thus we can 
understand why these prolonged revolutionary struggles, 
starting out from’ such special strongholds, are composed 
chiefly of peasarit guerilla warfares under the leadership of 
the Communist Party of China. It is erratic to ignore the 

principles of rural districts as revolutionary bases, the stre- 
nuous work amongst the peasantry and guerilla warfare. 
“But in stressing upon the importance of armed struggle, 
we must not overlook the other form which revolutionary 
struggles must take, for without the other form of revolution- 
ary struggles, armed struggles alone cannot be victorious, In 
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no support for the peasants’ agrarian revolution, 
have been impossible to organise such an armed 
the proletariat had not united with the peasants 
th the other forces inthe countryside capable of be- 
for a broad united front, had it adopted ‘Leftist? 
in its policies, it would not have been possible 
2 armed struggle to victory.....” (For A Lasting 
People’s Democracy, No. 17, (44), Sept. 1, 1949) 
orial Board’s rejection of the path taken by the 
le led to the advocacy of the reformist sabo- 


1 # f the developing anti-feudal struggles 


e fro 


proletarian hegemony in the struggle 
and how it gathers together and 
‘y force wit | which it delivers 


e 


29 


In this connection it is of the utmost importance to 
ponder deeply over the following very important formula- 
tions made by Comrade Liu Shao-chi in his report to the 
Peking Conference of Trade Unions of Asia and Austral- 
asia: ’ 

“The rule of the imperialists and their lackeys in the 
2colonies and semi-colonies deprives the people of all demo- 
cratic rights as it had done in China in the past. Persecuted 
and hounded by the imperialists and their lackeys in the 
cities where white terror reigned, our revolutionaries were 
compelled to seek refuge in the countryside and mountains 
and to defend their lives with armed force. However, had 

Such armed struggle been confined to defence alone, it 

would inevitably have been crushed by imperialism and its 

hirelings. Thus, the revolutionaries had to be closely linked 
with the peasants as well as with all other people who op- 
posed imperialism, to use all ways and means to smash 
repeated oftensives and break through the encirclement or- 
ganised by imperialism and its hirelings; they could not 
but organise regular revolutionary armies to smash the 
armies of the imperialists and their lackeys, However, it was 
precisely because of this that it was possible to build up a‘ 
strong revolutionary army and ultimately drive out the 
forces of imperialism and its lackeys and win victory in the 
national liberation struggle. It is quite clear that without 
such armed forces to defend themselves, the peoples of the 
colonies and semi-colonies will not be able to achieve any- 
thing for themselves. ‘The existence and development of 
working class organisation and the existence and develop- 
ment of a national united front are closely connected with 
the existence and development of such an armed struggle. 


This is the inevitable path of many colonial and semi-_ 
colonial peoples in the struggle for their independence and 


national liberation.” 


VI 


The Editorial Board not.anly rejected the path taken by 
the Chinese people but sought to give the same ‘dishonest 
interpretation of the course of the Chinese revolution which 
the Trotskyites gave and which Stalin sternly refuted (ref.: 
Section I). The Editorial Board quoted a long extraet from 
the Colonial Thesis of the Sixth World Congress of the 
Communist International (1928), distorted its meaning and 
drew from it the false conclusion that the Chinese people 
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civil war was a model example and 
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Communist Party of China sets an example for all 
of the colonies and dependent countries.” (Ibid, 


Pieck summed up the achievements of the 
of ¢: war which the Chinese Communist 
between the years of the Sixth and Seventh 
esse: of the Communist International: 

reat road which the Communist Party of 
traversed in the interval between the Sixth Con- 
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f all the world with pride and joy (Warm 
comrades showed us how the Party has grown 
organisation, how a Red Army was 
hew Soviet state was established. They 
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Kuomintang’s armed might and white terror, created their 
People’s Liberation Army and established people’s power 
in the first liberated areas, has great lessons for the peoples 
of the:colonial countries, particularly in the present period. 
It is particularly important for us to know and understand 
the source of their strength and the secret of these achieve- 


mehts of theirs. Comrade Wang Ming has explained it thus 
in his report: 


“Our Party is true to the teachings of one who, after 
the death of Lenin, continued to develop further the theory 
and tactics of Marxism-Leninism in general, and the theory 
and tactics of Marxism-Leninism as applied to colonial 
revolutions in particular, who developed the theoretical 
foundations of the strategy and tactics of the Chinese Re- 
volution—to the teachings of the great Stalin! 

“The Communist Party of China has grown and become 


strong on the basis of an irreconcilable struggle against * 


counter-revolutionary Trotskyism and liquidationist Chen 
Tu-hsiuism, against the semi-Trotskyist Li Li-hsianist line 
and counter-revolutionary Lo Chang-lunism. It has grown 
and become strong on the basis of an active participation in 
and leadership of various forms of mass struggle in the anti- 
imperialist and agrarian revolution. It is precisely this growth 
of the forces of the Communist Party of China that permits 
it boldly and decisively to raise in a new manner the ques- 
tion of the anti-imperialist united front.’ (Wang Ming, “The 
Revolutionary Movement in the Colonial Countries”, Reports 
of the World Congress of the Communist International 
Workers’ Library Publishers, New York, 1935, p. 33) 


The relentless struggle against Right-reformist oppor- 
tunism, as well as against “Left”-sectarian opportunism, 
® which Comrade Mao Tse-tung carried on, while guiding the 
course of the Chinese revolution through its various stages 
and zig-zags during two decades and more, has extremely 
valuable lessons for Indian Communists. , 
During the first stage of the Chinese revolution (1925- 
27) Comrade Mao fought the Right-reformist opportunism 
of those who adopting a conciliatory attilude towards Kuo- 
mintang reactionaries like Chiang Kai-shek or Wang Ching- 
wei, advocated liquidation of the peasants’ revolutionary 
struggle for land. Comrade Mao firmly upheld the Stalinist 
line that the proletariat must lead peasants’ revolutionary 
struggle against feudalism and for land, in order to support 
the national liberation struggle against imperialism, in order 
to defeat the treachery of the Kuomintang reactionaries. 
During the period of anti-Japanese war (1937-45) Com- 
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combining revolutionary activities and organisation with 
open legal struggle of the masses in these latter areas and 
thus muster powerful revolutionary forces to launch an 
offensive on the reactionary rule of imperialism and its 
stooges at the ripe moment, 
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Such are the lessons which arise out of Comrade Mao’s 
struggle against Right and Left deviations from Marxism— 
Leninism. These are of particular importance to the ranks 
of Indian Communists at the present time, when they have 
to conduct a ruthless struggle against all trends of bourgeois 
national reformism and for the complete liquidation of 
Left-sectarianism, when they have to wield the weapon of 
criticism and self-criticism in order to reunify the movement 
on the basis of the correct Lenin-Stalin strategy and tactics, 
So that it can place itself at the head of the rising upheaval 
of national liberation struggle, 

The criminal attack on Com. Mao Tse-tung was publish- 
ed just at the time when the great People’s Liberation 
Army of China, led by the Communist Party and its leaders 
Mao Tse-tung and Chu Teh, had begun its final victorious 
march for the liberation of the entire Chinese soil from the 
grip of the Kuomintang clique and its American protectors. 
It did inealculable harm to our movement. It prevented 
Communist cadres from leading a powerful mass movement 
of solidarity with the victorious Chinese revolution, from 
explaining to the masses of our people the significance of 
the triumph of the popular revolution in China which was 
one of the most devastating blows delivered against the 
imperialist system since the Great Octoher Revolution, It 
prevented them from assimilating and applying to our condi- 
tions the teachings of Comrade Mao Tse-tung, the rich 
revolutionary experience of the great Chinese Communist 
Party. 

All this shows very clearly how strong is the influence 
of bourgeois nationalism in the leadership of our movement, 
and in the leading Communist cadres and how weakly 
developed is our loyalty to the principle cf proletarian inter- 
nationalism. 

The warning voice ef the editorial of the organ of the 
Information Bureau, and the clarion call of the Peking 
Conference of Trade Unions of Asia and Australasia have 
awakened us. The leadership and the ranks of our movement 
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that it will wage a tireless ideological struggle against bour- 
geois nationalism and to steel the vanguard of the Indian 
working class in the spirit of Stalinist proletarian inter- 
nationalism, so that it may be capable of unleashing and 
heading the mighty national liberation struggle of our peo- 
ple and enable them to take their rightful place in the 
great anti-imperialist and democratic camp led by the So- 


viet Union, in the fight for lasting peace, People’s Demo- 
eracy and Socialism. 
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class society, expressing the interests of the majority (the 


exploited) as against bourgeois democracy which expresses 
the interests of the minority (the exploiters). 


(See : Stalin, Interview given to the first American La- 
bour Delegation, Lenin’s Selected Works, Two-Volume, Eng- 
lish Edition, Moscow 1947, Vol. I, p. 40) 

2 


Comrade Stalin the co-creator and continuator of 
Lenin’s work, creatively developed further the Marxist- 
Leninist teachings on the state and the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, victoriously directed and directs its realisation. 

Similarly as Lenin, in the struggle against the revision- 
ists and centrists, safeguarded the Marxian theory of the 
state and the dictatorship of the proletariat from distortion 
and effacement and raised this theory to a new, higher level 
by generalising upon the historical experience of the epoch 
of simpérialism and proletarian revolutions, so Stalin, in 
the struggle against the Troskyites and the right-wing de- 
viationists, safeguarded Leninism from distortion, from ef- 
facement and generalising upon the historical experience of 
the period of the general crisis of capitalism and upon Social- 
ist construction developed the Marxist-Leninist theory of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat, in this way developing 
the science of Marxism-Leninism creatively and universally. 
On the basis of Stalin’s teachings and under his leadership 
the Soviet Socialist State developed into a mighty and in- 
vincible power, the building of Socialism in the USSR was 
completed, and in the USSR, the period of a gradual transi- 
tion towards Communism was commenced. 

On the basis of Stalin’s teachings and under his leader- 
ship the mighty, invincible Soviet Socialist State smashed 
Hitler Germany. As a result of this victory, the world 
front of capitalism was broken im a number of new places 
and Stalin’s brilliant prophecy, made still in 1934 was com- 
pletely fulfilled : 

“and let not Messieurs the bourgeoisie blame us if 
some of the governments so near and dear to them, which’ 
today rule happily ‘hy the grace of God’ are missing on the 
morrow after such a war.” (Stalin, Problems of Leninism, 


Moscow 1947, p. 464) 


On the shambles of these governments “by the grace of 
God”, the states of People’s Democracy have arisen, — 

The class nature of these states is the realisation of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat through the hegemony of 


the proletariat; their aim jis the building of Socialism in 


their countries. 
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_ proof of the correctness of the Marxist-Leninist teaching 


on the state and the dictatorship of the proletariat developed 
by Stalin, it is the further Re commenti of this theory at 
new historical conditions, a development which took place 
on. the basis of Stalin’s teachings and under the direct ideo- 
logical influence of the CPSU (B) and Comrade Stalin per- 


. somally. 


I 


In the science of Marxism-Leninism the concept of the 
dictatorship of the ‘proletariat is inseparably linked with 
the eoncept of the proletarian revolution. The dictatorship 
of the proletariat is the instrument and principal content 
of the proletarian revolution. 


“The question of the proletarian dictatorship,’ Comrade 
Stalin wrote, “is above all a question of the main content 
of the proletarian revolution. The proletarian revolution, 
its movement, its scope and its achievements acquire flesh 
and blood only through the dictatorship of the proletariat. 
The dictatorship of the proletariat is the instrument of the 
proletarian revolution, its organ, 11s most important main- 
Foyees opments (Slalin, Problems of Leninism, Moscow 1947, p. 39) 


The tremendous sox upheaval which took place after 
the war in the countries of Southern and Southeastern Eu- 
rope, an upheaval which resulted in the consolidation in 
these countries of the dictatorship of the proletariat m the 
form of the People’s Democratic state, had the character of 
a proletarian revolution, of a Socialist revolution. It was, 
however, a Socialist revolution which was achieved in spe- 
cial historical conditions, differing from those in which the 
Great October Socialist Revolution occurred, 

What did the difference of these conditions consist of? 

1, The People’s Democracies were liberated by the 
Soviet Army. The coming of the Soviet Army made pos- 
sible the growing of the national liberation struggle con- 
ducted by partisan forces into a national liberation war 
conducted in state form at the side of the Suviet Union by, 
the entire nation and its regular army which arose with So- 
viet aid. The working class which led the struggle against 
the occupant, now gained extensive possibilities of seizing 
political power and carrying out a proad struggle for the 
“abolition of the capitalists and landowners. 


“phe working masses, the working class, and its politi- 


cal organisations had a class ally jn the Soviet Army, an 


the yoke of Hitlerite sla- 
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Japanese and American) were to maintain itself also for 
some twenty years, without passing into Socialism — for 
example as a result of a Japanese-American war—then a 


great national war in Europe would be posssible.” (Lenin, 
Collected Works, Fourth Russian Edition, Vol, XXII, p. 296) 


2 this brilliant hypothesis of Lenin’s was fully confirm- 
ed. During the Second World War, Europe was the arena 
of a great liberation struggle of a number of nations against 
the Hitlerite yoke. This struggle was closely connected 
with the great war of the Soviet nation in the defence of its 
homeland. The guiding force of the struggle against the 
German occupants was the working class and its Com- 
munist and Workers’ Parties, The working class and its 
Communist Parties closely linked the national liberation 
struggle with the struggle against the capitalists and land- 
owners, discredited by capitulation to Hitlerite Germany 
or collaboration with it—-and with the struggle for the 
overthrow of the rule of capitalists and landowners. ; 

In this way, at the sources of the Socialist revolution 
in the People’s Democracies lies the intertwining, already 
during the period of the occupation, of the national libera- 
tion struggle with the revolutionary struggle against the 
capitalists and landowners. ’ 

Herein lies the second trait which differentiates the 
Socialist revolution in the People’s Democracies from the 
October Revolution. 4 

3. In the People’s Democracies the formation of the 
People’s Democratic state as the organ of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat took place in a long-term process. _The 
bourgeoisie and the landowners as well as their political 
organisations were not smashed by a frontal attack of the 
working masses. 

The political arena was not completely cleared, In the 
existing political system many organisations were oe 
which not only vacillated in relation to the great tas A 
the Socialist revolution, but were thoroughly hostile towards 
them and aimed at the restoration of capitalism. : ‘ 

The concrete setting of internal and international oe 
cumstances often called for an at least partial te of 
the government, on the part of the Communist and Wor nef 
Parties, not only with their wavering allies but baits 
thoroughly bourgeois parties. Hence, the apparatus 0 Sue 
geois power was not broken fully or in-all bere ieee 
hence, the relatively slow tempo of great socia aes ee 
tions, etc. In the process of a long ont Ried oe ed 
struggle, the discrediting and shattering ot hos ep 
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Social upheaval in 
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tions of political — 
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eracies left the capitalist world and ceased to be subject to — 
capitalism’s laws of development, which gave them the 
possibility of entering the road of Socialism. 

Thus, both»in respect to the fulfilled historical tasks 
and in respect to the class driving forces, the Socialist up- 
heaval accomplished in the People’s Democracies, is of the 
same type as the October Revolution and possesses all the 
traits of the proletarian Socialist revolution. 

The fact that the social upheaval in the People’s De- 
mocracies decided and solved a number of the tasks of the 
bourgeois democratic revolution (for example—the liquida- 
tion of feudal survivals in agriculture) does not in any case 
change its character of a Socialist revolution, for the Great 
October Socialist Revolution also resolved “in passing” a 
number of tasks of this type. 


There is no doubt that the point of departure for the 
formation of right-wing and nationalist deviations in the 
Communist and Workers’ Parties is precisely the denial 
of the fact that the great social upheaval that has been ac- 
complished in the People’s Democracies has the character 
of a Socialist revolution, The right-wing and nationalist 
deviationists do not wish to see the fundamental, revolu- 
tionary, Socialist content of this upheaval—they bring to 
the forefront only the fact that the upheaval was closely 
connected with the war of national liberation, This is 
the source of opportunism in the treatment of the question 
of the national front. Comrade Bierut, in unmasking the 
opportunist, right-wing and nationalist stand of Comrade 
Gomulka, characterised this opportunism as follows: 


“What does opportunism in the question of the national 
front consist of? In the fact that it loses sight of the 
hegemony of the working class. Herein lay the error, the 
actual stand of opportunism. 

“Similarly to all the revolutionary parties in the whole 
world, we haye never put forth the slogan of the national 
front as anything else but a front in which the working class 
and the workers’ party is the guide, leader and chief. Any 
other way of comprehending the national front must be op- 
portunist. This opportunism lay in the stand of a certain 
part of the comrades who Jater erred in a right-wing, op- 
portunist and nationalist deviation on a number of other 
sectors of work. In their position the false approach to ihe 
national front was that trait-which led them to errors. 
(Boleslaw Bierut, Concluding Speech at the Third Plenum 
of the Central Committee of the Polish United Workers 


Party, November 13, 1949) 
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At the Third All-Union Congress of Soviets, Lenin said: 


“We have never erred in this matter and we know how 
difficult is the road leading from capitalism to Socialism— 
but we are bound to state that our Soviet Republic is So- 
cialist because we have entered this road and these words 
will not be empty words.” (Lenin, Collected Works, Third 

e Russ. Ed., Vol. XXII, p. 213) ; 


These words of Lenin can be applied in full to the Peo- 
ple’s Democratic States. These are states in which Social- 
ism has not yet conquered ultimately, but in spite of this, 
these are states which have set for themselves the decided 
task of building a Socialist society and the successful course 
of this construction indicates in full that this decision is not 
based on empty words. Thus, they are Socialist states, in 
their class nature of the same type as the Soviet State in 
that phase of its development when antagonistic social class- 
es still existed in it. Thus, they are states of Socialism 
under construction, as was the USSR in its first phase of 
development (before it became the State of victorious So- 
cialism). 

In the Socialist States of People’s Democracy, derived 
from a Socialist revolution, the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat is exercised, as a result of different historical con- 
ditions, in a different form than the Soviet form. 


“at the foundations of our difference from the Soviet 
road,” Comrade Bierut stated, “lies the all-sided aid of the 
Soviet Union and support on the experiences and achieve- 
ments of the victorious dictatorship of the proletariat in 
the USSR.” (B. Bierut, “The Ideological Foundations of the 
Polish United Workers’ Party.”) 
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sm, Comrade 


Stalin particularly emphasises Lenin’s statement in which 


_ Lenin affirms that: 


“The Soviet organisation of the state alone is capable 
of immediately and effectively smashing and finally destro- 
ying the old, i., the bourgeois, bureaucratic and judicial 
apparatus.” (My emphasis—H.M.) (Stalin, Problems of Lenin- 

* ism, Moscow 1947, p. 43) 


i It is clear that the People’s Democratic form of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, due to the circumstances of 
its d evelopment and formation, cannot accomplish “immedia- 
tely” and “finally” these tasks of clearing the terrain for 
Socialist construction with the same sweep and consistency. 
Therefore, even at present, after years of a long and 
difficult process of the c tallisation of the People’s Demo- 
cratic State as a variant of the dictatorship of the proletariat 
which retains the fundamental levers of power—the People’s 
Democracies still trail behind themselves long “tails”, made 
up of obsolete imstitutions and norms of the past period— 
and at times, even of particular elements of the old bourgeois 
state apparatus which have not been subjected to revolu- 
tionary transformation. This hampers the development Pi 
Socialist construction and creates certain dangers, for, in 
definite circumstances, the “tails” from the preceding pe- 
riod become still advantageous points of entrenchment for 
the class enemy. In connection with this one should keep 
in mind that historical survivals of this type should be not 
only not preserved and prolonged but, on the contrary, 
should be liquidated most rapidly at a rate conforming to 
the specific conditions and relations of class forces of each 
country. 7 

Historical development has shown, in accord with the 
science of Marxism-Leninism, that the existence of two 
forms of the dictatorship of the proletariat—the Soviet and 
People’s Democratic forms—is possible. : . 

The People’s Democratic form has proved itself, in the 
special historical conditions which arose in a number of 
countries after the Second World War, to be vital and 


effective. 


This proves once again the brilliance of Stalinist 
thought, which, on the basis of the generalisation of new 
historical experience, Was able to resolve creatively the 
problem of the essence of the new state form—the People’s 
tis. = fact that a new chapter, rich in content, on the 
People’s Democracy has been contributed to the Marxist- 
Leninist teachings on the state, the Socialist revolution and 
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Party is the organised detachment of the working 
but the Party is not the only organisation of the 
; class, The proletariat has also a number of other 
alions, without which it cannot properly wage the 
gle against capital: trade unions, cooperative socicties, 
and works? organisations, parliamentary groups, non- 
women’s associations, the press, cultural and educa~ 
organisations, youth leagues, revolutionary fighting 
‘ations (in times of open revolutionary action), So- 
f deputies as the form of state organisation (if the 
/ | it jower), ete. The overwhelming majority of 
organisations are non-Party, and only a certain part 
them adhere directly to the Party, or represent, its off- 
(Stalin, Problems of Leninism, Moscow, 1947, p. 86) 
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Does this “mechanism” of the dictatorship of the pro- 
letariat function and in what fashion, in the conditions of its 
People’s Democratic form? 

Tt is clear that it functions fully, for without this 
mechanism, whose core is the leading role of the workers’ 
party, there is no and can be no dictatorship of the pro- 
letariat. 

In the People’s Democracies, the Communist and 
Workers’ Parties were “an instrument in the hands of the 
proletariat for the conquest of the dictatorship” (Stalin), 
they elaborated the general line which led to the conquest 
of this dictatorship, and now, when the dictatorship of the 
proletariat is already achieved, they are the instrument “for 
the strengthening and extension of the dictatorship.” 
(Stalin) 

The Communist and Workers’ Parties elaborate the 
general line, which aims at the most rapid and effective 
building of Socialism, and having sufficient authority, they 
stirnulate to action on this line the central and local govern- 
ment organs, the trade unions, youth organisations, the co- 
operative movement, press, etc. 

Without this leading role of the Party as the highest 
form of the class union of proletarians, without the co- 
herence and discipline of the Party and without the con- 
fidence in it of the broad masses, the dictatorship of the 
proletariat not only would not be able to strengthen and 
extend itself, in order to lead to the complete victory of 
Socialism, but it would not be able even to maintain itself. 

In 1920 Lenin wrote: 


“Certainly, almost everyone now realises that the Bol- 
sheviks could not have maintained themselves in power for 
two-and-a-half months, let alone two-and-a-half years, un- 
less the strictest truly iron discipline had prevailed in our 
Party, and unless the latter had been rendered the fullest 
and unreserved support of the whole mass of the working 
class, that is, of all its thinking, honest, self-sacrificing and 
influential elements who are capable of leading or of carry- 
ing with them the backward strata.” (Lenin, “ “Left-wing” 
Communism” Selected Works, Moscow, 1947, Vol. II, p. 573) 


These words of Lenin can be applied in full to the his- 
torie role which the Communist Parties played in the 
achievement and maintenance cf the dictatorship of the pro- 
letariat and play in its extension and strengthening. : 

Although there is a complete, fundamental harmony in 
the functioning of the mechanism of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat, based on the leading role of the Party, mm 
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the working masses, especially to the peasants. Hence, en- 
trance of the representatives of these parties into the govern- 
ment does not in any case endow the governments in the 
People’s Democracies with the character of coalition govern- 
ments in the bourgeois meaning of the word, does not 
deprive them of coherence and compactness, does not in- 
fringe in principle their unity of action and does not under- 
mine the stability and durakility of the people’s power. 

It should not be forgotten, however, that the existence 


of these parties, while historically justified, necessary and 


purposeful in the present stage of development of People’s 
Democracy, can, in certain circumstances, be connected 
with definite dangers derived from the fact that the class 
enemy attempts to entrench himself in some of the sectors 
of these parties, 

There is no doubt that the further development of Peo- 
ple’s Democracy will consolidate, deepen and extend the 
leading role of the Communist and Workers’ Parties in the 
entirety of the country’s po itical life, in forms that cor- 
respond for each country and each period. 

In any case, it is clear that the prediction formulated 
by Comrade Dimitrov in 1948, to the effect that progressive 
social deveolpment “does not lead to a multitude of parties 
and small groups”, has been already confirmed by the unit- 
ing of particular parties, which has taken place in some of 
the People’s Democracies and, undoubtedly, will be also 
confirmed by the future developments of the political life 
in the People’s Democracies. 

In developing the theory of Marxism-Leninism, Com- 
rade Stalin made a great, new contribution to the teachings 
on the Party of the proletariat. For the Communist and 
Workers’ Parties of the People’s Democracies, that part of 
the Leninist-Stalinist teachings, which deals with the 
problem of the Party as the vanguard of the working class, is 
especially timely. 

Here is what Comrade Stalin writes on this problem: 


“But in order that it may really be the vanguard, the 
Party must be armed with revolutionary theory, with a 
knowledge of the laws of the movement, with a knowledge of 
the laws of revolution. Without this it will be incapable 
of directing the struggle of the proletariat, of leading the 
proletariat. The Party cannot be a real party if it limits 
itself to registering what the masses of the working class 
feel and think, if it drags at the tail of the spontaneous 


movement, i 
political indifference of the spontaneous movement, if it is 


f it is unable to overcome the inertness and the 
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In developing the Leninist teaching on the Party, Com- 
rade Stalin formulated as a law of the development of the 
Party, the strengthening of the Party by the purging of 
opportunist elements, 


“Our Party,” Comrade Stalin writes, “succeeded in 

, creating internal unity and uncxampled cohesion of its ranks 

primarily because it was able in good time to purge itself of 

the opportunist pollution, because it was able to rid its ranks 
of the liquidators, the Mensheviks.” (Ibid, p. 91) 


This Stalinist law has been fully confirmed by the 
development of the Communist and Workers’ Parties in the 
People’s Democracies. 


During the period when the direct task facing the Peo- 
ple’s Democracies was only the struggle for the consolida- 
tion of regained statehood and the reconstruction of national 
economy, the opportunist elements in the parties did not as 
yet reveal themselves fully. 


When, however, a new stage of development began, 
when the building of the foundations of Socialism and the 
sharp struggle against the capitalist elements in town and 
country became a direct task, in the period which coincided 
with an ever more acute division of the world into the 
camp of imperialism and the camp of peace—in this period 
the opportunist elements in the parties revealed their fea- 
tures and sought to turn the parties from their proper road. 

We know from our own experience that the routing of 
the Right-wing and nationalist deviation in our Party forti- 
fied it, and armed it for the accomplishment of the tasks of 
the leading detachment of the working class, the directing 
force of the dictatorship of the proletariat, carrying out the 
transition to Socialism. 


Basing itself on Stalin’s teachings and his ideological 
influence, the dictatorship of the proletariat in the People’s 
Democracies develops and strengthens itsclf the Communist 
and Workers’ Parties directing it—develops on the road of 
Bolshevik theory and practice. oo. 

The experience of the state and Party building in these 
countries is a further splendid confirmation and development 
of the Leninist-Stalinist teachings on the “mechanism of 
the functioning of the dictatorship of the’ proletariat and on 
the guiding role of the Party as the vanguard of the working 


class. 
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Joped to the full. Now the main task of our State inside the 
country is the work of peaceful economic organisation and 
cultural education. As for our army, punitive organs and in 
telligence service, their edge is no longer turned to the in- 
side of the country but to the outside, against external 
enemies. 

a “As you see, we now have an entirely new, Socialist 
state, without precedent in history and differing consider- 
ably in form and functions from the Socialist state of the 
first phase.” (Ibid, p. 637) 


In the light of Comrade Stalin’s analysis of the deve- 
lopment of the Socialist state and the determined two pha- 
ses of its development it should be, it is clear, affirmed that 
the People’s Democracies are in the first phase, in the period 
when the main task is the breaking of the resistance of the 
overthrown classes and the preparation of conditions for 
the liquidation of the capitalist classes. However, in new 
historical conditions, this first phase of development of the 
Socialist state takes a somewhat different course in the 
People’s Democracies than took place in the USSR. 

‘Wherein does this difference chiefly rest? 

It rests in the fact that due to basing themselves on the 
USSR, the People’s Democracies were able to approach re- 
latively faster the realisation of the economic-organisational 
and cultural-educational functions of the Socialist state. 
This was caused by the following circumstances: 

1. Due to the support on the might and aid of the 
USSR the People’s Democracies avoided armed imperialist 
intervention. It is true that the overthrown classes of ex- 
ploiters benefited and benefit from the close aid of the im- 


perialists, and here and there, on the basis of this aid, 


attempts at armed resistance arose ~~ as, for example, in 


Poland, during 2 certain period of the activities of the 
bands andthe underground which had even some elements 
of a civil war—but all these attempts of resistance cannot 
be compared in their destructive results with the burdens, 
devastations, and tension of forces ‘brought about by the 
armed imperia ; 

lasting Beal war which grew on its ground, As is known, 


the rebuilding of the country in the USSR was able to be- 
gin, due to the armed imperialist intervention only in four 
fo five years after the October Revolution. In Poland, on 
the other hand, where the armed resistance of the over- 
thrown classes did relatively the greatest scope and lasted 
the longest, it was unable to halt for an instant the work of 


rebuilding the country. 
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of the proletariat.” (Stalin, Collected Works, Russ. Ed., Vol. 

XC, p. 145) ; 

This brilliant prediction of Comrade Stalin was comple- 
tely confirmed by the development of the economy of the 
People’s Democracies which at present are in a period 
having many common practical traits and many analogies 
with the Soviet NEP (New Economic Policy) period. 

: But the NEP is not only the permitting on definite 
conditions and utilisation of market relations. 


“NEP”, Comrade Stalin states,“is the Party’s policy which 
permits of the struggle between the Socialist and the capita- 
list elements, and is calculated to bring about the victory 
of the Socialist elements over the capitalist elements. In 
actual fact NEP only began as a retreat, but the calculation 
was that in the course of this retreat our forces would be 
regrouped and we would launch an offensive. As a matter 
of fact, we have been pursuing the offensive for several 
years now and are doing so successfully, developing our indus- 
tries developing Soviet trade, and pressing hard upon private 
capital.” (Stalin, Problems of Leninism, Moscow, 1947, p. 172) 


In the People’s Democracies where the permitting and 
utilisation of market relations was not a period ‘of retreat 
because here, there had been no period of War Communism 
which climinated these market conditions, the offensive 
against the limitation and gradual dislodging of capitalist 
elements is taking place, As a result of this development 
the perspective of the total liquidation of capitalist elements 
pecomes ever more clearly apparent, similarly to the plan 
outlined and accomplished in the USSR under Stalin’s 
leadership—i.e., through the industrialisation of the country 
and the’ gradual collectivisation of agriculture. It is precisely 
this perspective formulated in the resolution. of the Informa- 
tion Bureau on the issue of the situation in the Com 
Party of Yugoslavia, which caused in our Party, Se 
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And further on Comrade Stalin says: 


“Ts it not surprising that we learned about the espionage 
and conspiratorial activities of the Trotskyite and Bukharintte 
leaders only quite recently, in 1937 and 1938, although, as the 
evidence shows, these gentry were in the service of foreign 
espionage organisations and carried on conspiratorial 

P activities from the very first days of the October Revolution?” 

This blunder “is to be explained by an underestimation 
of the strength and consequence of the mechanism of the 
bourgeois states surrounding us and of their espionage organs 
which endeavour to take advantage of people’s weaknesses, 
their vanity, their slackness of will, to enmesh them in their 


espionage nets and use them to surround the organs of the 
Soviet State.” (Ibid, p. 632-633) 


The People’s Democracies are not in a capitalist encir- 
clement in the sense that the USSR was, when it was the 
only Socialist state in the world. 

The People’s Democracies find a powerful support in 
the mighty Soviet Union. 

But the People’s Democracies along with the Soviet 
Union face an imperialist camp, armed to the teeth, and led 
by the American warmongers. 

In the great anti-imperialist camp of peace and Socia- 
lism, the People’s Democracies are less strong links than the 
USSR. In their countries there are still remnants of the 
routed classes of exploiters, and especially the class of the 
village rich, remnants of the bourgeois state apparatus and 
bourgeois political formations. The connections of some 
strata with native and foreign capitalism are still fresh; a 
broad stratum of people’s intelligentsia has not yet emerged; 
the organs of justice and the organs of struggle with foreign 
intelligence services have not yet grown firm and acquired 
sufficient experience; the Communist and Workers’ Parties 
do not possess as yet the Bolshevik characteristics in full. 

Therefore, it is understandable that the imperialists 
ditect their blows and attacks at the People’s Democracies 
and that for a long time already they have been setting up 
long-range plans, aimed at detaching these countries from 
the USSR and guiding them onto the road of capitalisms, 
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eracies will pass over from the first phase of development 
of the Socialist state to the second, the divergences of system 
in relation to the USSR will decrease, 


The line of development of the USSR and the line of 
the People’s Democracy are not in any case parallel lines 
which if they intersect anywhere, then only at infinity. On 
the contrary, the line of development of the People’s Demo- 
cracies tends sharply towards the second phase of develop- 
ment of the Socialist state, towards a Socialist society. 


What does the direction of this line signify? 


It signifies nothing else than the striving towards mak- 
ing up the historical delay, catching up with the USSR, and 
marching together with it and under its leadership towards 
Communism, 


Armed with Stalin’s teaching, we shall reach this goal. 


—NOWE DROGI, 
Organ of the Central Committee 
of the Polish United Workers’ 
Party, No, 6 


It was this period that saw the beginning of the slow 
- but steady process of extrication of the workers from the 
ideological and organisational captivity of the national- 
reformist bourgeoisie. An expression of this process was 
the formation of workers’ and peasants’ parties. The Bom- 
bay and Bengal Workers’ and Peasants’ Parties were formed 
in 1927 in Bombay and Calcutta respectively. Similar par- 
ties were formed in 1928 in Punjab and in the Central and 
, United Provinces. An Indian National Workers’ and Pea- 

sants’ Party was founded in Calcutta in December, 1928. 
In spite of all their shortcomings at that period, the 
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etariat has already matured Peasant disturbances took place in 1929 in different 
onscious and political mass parts of the vast country; in Punjab, in the Central Pro- 
ted Works, Russ. Ed., Vol. XII, vinces, in the Madras and Bombay Presidencies, in Burma, 
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ia ee a . ; etc, Already in the autumn of 1928 the Bombay Tronic 
ri hes aa pe crowing directed attention in its leading article to the general aie 
; ‘ tober Socialist Re Ta tion observed of late among the Indian peasantry. (Th 

aaihinethe early 400, Bombay Chronicle, October 17, 1928.) 


“The Indian Statutory Commision” headed by John 
Simon arrived in India in 1928 for the purpose of preparing 
proposals for a revision of the Indian “constitution”. There 
was not a single Indian on this Commission. This alone was 

ia i evidence of the truly imperialist character of the “consti- 
adia in 1928-29: two tution” reform in India contemplated by the Conservative 
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munist propaganda and influence, especially in the big 
industrial cities”. It recognised that it was for the specific 
purpose of forestalling the “Communist danger” in India 
that the Public Safety Bill was proposed by Lord Irwin, the 
Viceroy, as an emergency measure, (Statement exhibiting 
the moral and material progress and conditions of India, 
1929-1930), Even the meek and obedient specially picked 
“Legislative Assembly” of British India refused to accept . 
' » the bill. 

The reactionary British officials of the administration 
in India headed by the Viceroy refused to recognise the 
national liberation struggle of the Indian people as a pro- 
foundly natural historical development. With the bluntness 
native to them, they preferred to explain the struggle of 
the Indian people for their independence by “intrigues of 
Moscow”, by the “activities of Comintern agents”. The 
Anglo-Indian officials could not comprehend the fact that 
the faithfulness of revolutionary Marxism to life accounts 
for the fact that it finds keen response among the workers 
and peasants of India and that its appeal to the masses was 
strengthened by the very policy of colonial oppression 
pursued in India by British imperialism. 

The coarse methods of persecution and brutal terror 
employed by the British colonial rulers against the advanced 
Jeaders of the Indian labour movement were to be “justi- 
fied”’ in the course of the Meerut trial. This trial was held 
in the small town of Meerut (near Delhi); it lasted more 
than four years and aroused deep resentment among the 
progressive public and working class the world over. At 
this trial British imperialism tried to persuade the world 
that there was a “monstrous conspiracy” of the Communists 
and to pose as the “saviour” of the world from the “Commu- 
nist menace”. 


It was with far-reaching aims in mind that the Viceroy - 


of India, the Conservative Lord Irwin (who subsequently 
adopted the name of Lord Halifax, one of the principal 
jnitiators and ‘heroes” of the Munich policy) instituted in 
1929 prosecutions against 32 Indian trade union leaders for 
activities regarded perfectly legal in the mother country. 
According to the lying version of the Anglo-Indian police 
and of the British prosecution, the 32 arrested leaders of 
the left-wing trade union movement had allegedly conspired 
for the purpose of overthrowing the rule of the British 
King in_India, and replacing His Majesty's Government by 
a proletarian dictatorship. The British authorities in India 
naintained that the main responsibility for this “Conspi- 
“racy” rested with the Communist International. 
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ce ap) rl 


ternational had allegedly organised 


nding the fact that it was well known that the 
ist Party of India did not yet crystallise into a 
tional organisation at that time. The isolated groups of 
Indian Communists united into a party only in 1933, i.e, 
‘the conclusion of the Meerut trial) . 
e trial lasted from March 20, 1929 through August 3, 
933. The police of the British authorities in India had been 
reparing the case since 1928, Thirty-two people were 
‘rested in March, 1929, and held for trial with the full con- 
“sent of Baldwin’s Conservative cabinet. On June 8, 1929, it 
“was sueceeded by the second Labour Government of Mac- 
jonald which remained in power until August 24, 1931. The 
rial continued under the second Labour Government which 
fused to put an end to the judicial farce against the 
\dvanced representatives of the Indian working class. The 
ceedings of the last two years of the trial (August, 1931 
ough August, 1933) were held under the Government of 
MacDonald. 4 


error in a colonial country intended to weaken and crush 
‘the national liberation struggle. The British authorities in 
India hoped that by staging this farce they would succeed in 
beheading the revolutionary trade union movement and 
intimidate fhe masses by arrests and the court action. At the 
‘same time the British authorities in India wanted to scare 
the Indian national bourgeoisie with the “Communist 
revolution” bogey in order to make it more tractable and 
compromising in its relations with British imperialism. 

_ Thus, the Meerut trial was to be used as a pretext for 
greater terror against the Communists; it was meant to 
der the formation of the Communist Party of India. (In 
heir book Rise and Fulfilment of British Rule in India, 
London, 1935, the bourgeois historians Thompson and Gar- 
ratt, admit openly that all the anti-Communist trials held 
in India in the period between the two world wars had as 
sole purpose’ the un @ of terror against the 
nists. p. 631.) But the Meerut 
gnated to be more than an act 


ence the political situation right in 
| ae ervative to repeat 


arge scale. 


ives of the Crown at the trial asserted ; 


_ The Meerut trial was a glaring example of imperialist | 


union movement in India; it - 


General elections to parliament were scheduled to take 

place in May, 1929. The March 1929, arrests in India as well 
as the opening of the political trial were intended to influ- 
ence the election campaign in favour of the Conservatives. 
The Meerut trial was designed by the Conservative Govern- 
ment of Baldwin to play up the “Communist danger” 
which was allegedly threatening the entire capitalist world. 
It was intended to use the trial also for preparing ideolo- 
gical ground for a new anti-Soviet intervention. Thus, the 
Meerut trial was conceived by the Anglo-Indian authorities 
as a combined punitive and “prophylactic” measure against 
the national liberation movement in India. The Anglo- 
Indian authorities spared no means for financing the Meerut 
trial. In spite of the chronic adverse balance, the Viceroy 
of India allocated ten million rupees for this purpose. 
(Liberty, April 23, 1929) 
There was nothing surprising in the fact that the Meerut 
case was prepared by the British authorities in India under 
Baldwin’s Conservative cabinet. ‘The Conservatives were 
ulways justifiably considered the most arrant defenders of 
the interests of British colonial imperialism. But of the 
Labour leaders who came to power on June 8, 1929, British 
as well as world progressive opinion expected an entirely 
different colonial policy, and, in particular, measures to 
stop the persecution of the Indian trade union leaders and 
important concessions to the Indian national liberation. 
movement. The Second Labour Government did not, nor 
could it justify these hopes. It did not take much time to 
make it clear that the Labourites had taken over and were 
continuing without any change the Conservative policy with 
regard to the Meerut prisoners, as well as their general 
policy with regard to the peoples of India who rose to the 
struggles against the British colonial yoke. 


% * * 


The Meerut trial passed through the three stages pro- 
vided for in the Anglo-Indian system of justice.* 


ecific feature of this system is the fact that it does not allow for a 
preliminary investigation. The degree to which one or another case is 
subject to trial is determined not by the prosecutor on the basis of the 
investigation, but by the police court known as the magistrate court. Ie 
the magistrate court rules that one or another ease is subject to trial, this 
ease is referred to the ordinary sessions court where the defendants may 
be tried by assessors or by a jury. Unlike the jury, the assessors in the 
Indian court have not a shred of power, their verdict is not binding on 

* the judge who can completely disregard it. Usually articled law students 
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Lester Hutchinson, a young journalist was added to the 
prisoners. 

Prosecutions were instituted against 32 left-wing leaders 
of the Indian trade union movement; only 14 of them were 
Communists and six declared their solidarity with Com- 
munist opinions at the trial. As for the remaining twelve 
thty were people o the most diverse political views who 
were in no way connected with the Communist movement, 

The trial of the leading Indian trade unionists brought 
forth an outburst of anger from the Indian workers, which 
compelled some of the leaders of the Indian National Con- 
gress to undertake the organisation of legal defence for the 
prisoners. The Central Committee formed for the defence 
of the Meerut prisoners included prominent representatives 
of ‘the National Congress: Motilal Nehru, Ansari, K. F, 
Nariman, the present Prime Minister of Hindustan, Jawahar- 
lal Nehru and others. 

The Central Committee announced a drive for a legal 
defence fund for the benefit of the Meerut prisoners. Local 
committees for the defence of the Meerut prisoners were 
soon organised in Bombay, Calcutta, Lahore, Allahabad, 
Meerut and other cities. In addition to this workers’ defence 
committees were organised in Bombay and Calcutta. The 
money raised was used for securing the services of defence 
attorneys for the Meerut prisoners. But there was a shortage 
of money, for the collections were meagre. It was hard for 
the workers in a colonial country to make any big contribu- 
tions from their miserly wages towards the support of their 
comrades in the struggle. As for the Indian bourgeoisie, it 
flatly refused and had no intention to assist the Meerut 
prisoners. 

The leader of the Indian bourgeoisie, Jawaharlal Nehru 
who was a member of the Central Defence Committee, had 
to recognise in his Autobiography the fact that the com- 
mittee had great difficulties in raising funds for the legal 
defence of the Meerut prisoners It was not easy to raise 
the money, he wrote. The people with money had little 
sympathy for the Communists, Socialists and other labour 
agitators. (J. Nehru, An Autobiography, London, 1936, 
p. 188-189) 

At the same time N 
rice of the lawyers who t 
of the Meerut prisoners. 


ehru was embarrassed by the ava- 
ried to make capital of the defence 

The attorneys, he wrote, wanted 
a full pound of flesh for their services. He goes on to say 
that he marvelled at the greed of his colleagues in the pro- 
fession, The committee had to depend for money on the 
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police investiga- 


president of the extremely reacti ‘ 
Aion at Calcutta. On ie) Bests ap aeliion 1 dey ea 
gm Penal Code, the prosecution charged the 32 prisoners 
spiring for the purpose of overthrowing the Govern- 
ment of His Majesty the King-Emperor and establishing a 
government of the proletarian dictatorship in India, 
ia oe of the length of his address (17.5 hours which 
ok up four court meetings), in spite of all his sophistry 
and stiff logic, James had to recognise that he was unable 
to prove the main charge of the prosecution. Addressing 
Magistrate Milner-White, James expressed the belief that 
Tne will arrive at the conclusion that they (the accused — 
N.S.) formed such a party ( of conspiracy — N.S.) and that 
if they had not actually joined the Third International, 
they were headed in that direction. (The Bombay Chronicle, 
June 25, 1929). i 

After the address of the prosecution delivered by 
James, the Magistrate Court heard the statements of 320 
witnesses for the prosecution. 

Through press reports about the Meerut trial we have 
become acquainted with the statements of 117 witnesses, of 
whom more than fifty per cent were police officers (inspec- 
tors, officials, police reporters, gendarmes, ete.). Most of 
the other witnesses were also government employees. There 
were post office, customs and other officials, 7.e., persons 
dependent upon the authorities by virtue of their office. 
Among these numerous witnesses for the prosecution there 
were quite a number of agent-provocateurs and whose evi- 
dence was clearly inspired by their chiefs. It is noteworthy 
that the court session of October 26, 1929, when statements 
were made by two witnesses from the police force at Pon- 
dicherry, French India, revealed the “touching” collabora- 
tion between the British and French police. Five Scotland 
Yard officers summoned specially from London were put up 
as “witnesses” at the court meeting of October 29, 30 and 
November 2 and 5, 1929. : 

But when the question was raised of summoning wit- 
nesses for the defence from abroad, the judge rejected the 
request on the ground that it was allegedly prohibited to 
summon witnesses from abroad. 

In an effort to demoralise the Meerut prisoners, the 
judicial and prison authorities created unprecedentedly 
hard conditions for them; they were confined in the Meerut 
district prison, in filthy barracks poorly adapted to the cli- 
matic conditions of India. ‘An idea of the shocking Jack of 
sanitation may be judged by the fact that on May 2, 1929, 
there were two deaths from cholera. The prisoners were 


iter etters and remittances sent 
subject to a very strict censorship, 
at the trial by the warden of the 
Aziz, it was learned that the reason 
ers was the strict order to have them 
e 1€ prisoners were forbidden to write about 
rison conditions, Any reference to these conditions 
in a prisoner’s letter was deleted, In a letter to The 
Life of October 18, 1929, one of the Englishmen 

n the Meerut case, B. F. Bradley wrote: 


__‘ “I am not writing about the conditions in the local pri- 
son, because I want this letter to reach you.” 


4 The humiliating regime established for the prisoners 
as Offensive to their human dignity; for example, the pri- 
ts were searched by the police on entering and leaving 


_____The organisers of the Meerut trial did everything with- 

1 their power to limit the defence possibilities of the pri- 
‘oners. Thus, the legitimate request of six defendants who 
did not understand the English language in which the court 
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a that the second Labour Government gave its full support to 

_ the Viceroy of India, the Conservative Lord Irwin, they 

7 were pushing headlong towards their object. 

: On January 14, 1930, Milner-White announced to the 
Meerut prisoners his Committal Order, referring the cases 
of 31 prisoners for trial to the Sessions Court; the inquiring 
magistrate declared that all the prisoners with the excep- 
tion of one—Choudhori Dharamvir Singhi, a Gandhi fol- 

» lower—were found guilty of complicity in a conspiracy in- 
tended to deprive the King of the sovereignty of British 
India, and that they would, therefore, be brought up on trial 
under Section 121-a of the Indian Penal Code. 

This completed the inquiry of Mr. Milner-White. 

On January 31, 1930, the trial of the 31 trade union 
leaders charged in the “(Communist conspiracy” case opened 
in the Meerut Sessions Court. The judge, Mr. R. L. Yorke, 
an old English bureaucrat of the Indian civil service heard 
the case of the Meerut prisoners in the presence of five 
Indian assessors. (The power of the assessors were limited 
to the right of advice and the judge was free to disregard 
all their considerations.) ; 

The composition of the prosecution was the same as in 
the Magistrate Court. ; 

The position of the Meerut prisoners had grown much 
worse at that time. The defence fund was completely ex- 

F hausted. The prisoners lacked the means for defence attor- 
i neys. Only two of the attorneys formerly engaged core 

q ed to continue their services temporarily on a credit ae 
But the prisoners were not found lacking in spirit. 7 eb- 
ruary, 1930, they themselves undertook the legal de sere 
The Meerut prisoners published an. announcement in t 

press to the effect that they themselves were under es 
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ir complaint the Meerut prisoners also requested 
they be ensured the elementary conditions necessary 
reparing for their legal defence, The defendants asked 

le right to meet their lawyers, friends and relations, 
he right to use books for reading and the right to buy 


_least_essential of these requests were subsequently 
ited. (The Bombay Chronicle, February 21, 1980). But 
aroughout the trial the judge and prison chiefs were con- 
“Stantly hindering the normal organisation of the defence 
Oo ‘the prisoners. yee 
The legitimate demands of the prisoners and their 
attorneys for summoning witnesses for the defence invari- 
met a hostile reception from Judge York. At the end 
of December, 1931, the Indian newspaper Liberty published 
the list of witnesses for defence whose summons was 
requested by the attorneys of the Meerut prisoners. There 
was a total of 236 witnesses, of whom fifty would have to 
Bes rac ee abroad. As regards the latter, Judge 
e ate e€ arguments i lagistrat 
Wiieaying that Fee ie used in the Magistrate 
id any right to summon wit 


_ And this at a time when the question of payi 

esses summoned to the Meerut trial by A ee 
s not raised in general. It was understood as a matter of 
that they would be receiving compensation, In view of 
difficult financial position of the Meerut prisoners. it 
at they were actually deprived of possibilities for 
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USA; a protest against this act was declared in court on May 
12, 1931 by B. F. Bradley, treasurer of the defence fund. 
In connection with this incident, the “left? Labourite 


Brockway addressed a question in Parliament to the Labour 
Secretary for Indian Affairs, Wedgewood Benn, on June 29 


| 1930, Replying to this query the Labour Minister did not 


hesitate to slander the Meerut prisoners, saying that the 
above five hundred dollars were sent allegedly not for legal 
defence purposes, but for general revolutionary activities 
and that the Government of India was allegedly allocating 
adequate means for the defence of each of the Meerut pri- 
soners (The Hindu, June 30, 1931). ; 


The real facts concerning this government “assistance” 
are as follows: On June 19, 1981, Viceroy’s Minister of the 
; Interior requested Judge Yorke for information about the 
f attorneys engaged in the defence of the Meerut prisoners. 
The Minister thereupon advised that the governmnt had 
allocated a fee of 50 rupees for every engagement. This 
negligible sum was of course insufficient for securing the 
services of an attorney. Suffice it to recall that the senior 
é ‘counsel for the prosecution at the Meerut trial received 100 
E Pounds Sterling a day (*) (Liberty, June 23, 1931). 
In spite of the persecutions and terror of the authorities, 
b most of the Meerut prisoners behaved with courage as be- 
t fits revolutionaries. They understood the tremendous polt- 
tical significance of the trial for the international labour 
movement and for exposing the imperialist policy of the 
Labour Government. 
The English engineer, Bradley, placed on trial at Meerut 
for his participation in the trade union movement in India, 
wrote to his friends in London : 


“Our comrades in England may rest assured that we 
will keep the banner flying to the very end; we understand 
that this trial will do as much to help the indian people as 
the British workers.....- in expusing the imperialist policy 
of the Labour Government.” 


Tn their speeches, tne Meerut prisoners—the Com- 
munists and the sympathising members of the Workers’ ang 
: Peasants’ Party—exposed British imperialism and pointe 
"out to the Indian working people the way to national in- 
dependence and freedom. 
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Bradley disclosed how the police had forged the “coded” 
letters: 


aspiracy...... consists of actions which 4 “The police intercepted my friendly missives and used 
garded as perfectly normal in other them as a basis for the invented mysterious letters.” 
munist literature, I was a member of f 
Peasants’ f 


At the trial, the accused emphasised the bourgeois-class 
character of the prosecutions started against them, Refut- 
ing the trumped-up charges about the organisation of a 

, conspiracy of the government in India, the Communist pri- 
soners at Meerut made extensive use of the court forum for 
exposing the policy of the British imperialism in India, for 
propaganda of the Marxist-Leninist teachings about the 
Socialist revolution and the dictatorship of the proletariat. 
They gave a clear appraisal of all the questions of the revo- 
lutionary movement in India and the role of the working 
class in the national liberation struggle. This was the key- 
note of the speeches of most of the prisoners. 

Only a few of the accused (national-reformist of dif- 
ferent shades) were concerned solely with their own defence 
and sought irrelevant justification. 

The trial continued under the National Government. 

This change did not affect the fate of the Meerut pri- 
soners and the judicial terror machine of the British impe- 
rialists in India proceeded with the trial to the very end, 

| Judge Yorke of the Sessions Court announced the judge- 

ment in the Meerut case on January 16, 1933. The court 
found guilty and sentenced: Muzaffar Ahmed to trans- 
portation for life; S. A, Dange, K. N, Joglekar, Ss. V. Ghate, 

Philip Spratt and R. S. Nimbkar to transportation for 12 

years; Shaukat Usmani, S. S. Mirajkar and B, F. Bradley to 
transportation for 10 years; P. C. Joshi, Abdul Majid and 

D. Goswami to transportation for 7 years; A. Prasad, G. M. 

Adhikari, S. S. Josh and M. G. Desai to transportation for 

5 years; G, Chakravarty, Gopal Chandra Basak, Lester 

' Hutchinson, R. R. Mitra, S. H. Jhabwalla and K. N. Sehgal 

’ to four years’ rigorous imprisonment; S. Huda, A. A. Alwe, 

R. Kasle, Gauri Shankar and L, R. Kadam to three years 

rigorous imprisonment, D. R. Thengdi died in Sepia ay 

1932. Only three of the prisoners were acquitted. Koshon- 

lal Ghose, B. N. Mukerjee and S. N. Banerjee, (Advance, 
January 17, 1933). Moreover the four-year period of ae 

' prisonment already undergone was not taken into eget : 

"After the sentences were anounced the prison abl 

tions of the Meerut prisoners became entirely pene” 

The prisoners were tortured by constant chee : a 

dno right to beds and were forced to sleep on t a : ana 
thats placed right on the floor; they were compelled to 
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it prisoners stirred up deep anger among 
pu The campaign of international solidarity 
against the Meerut sentences stirred into actions 
Ae in India, as well as in Britain, France, 
freland, Germany, Austria and other countries. 
he support of outstanding writers and scientists : 
n Rolland, Herbert G. Wells, Prof, Einstein, D. N. 
, and others. The campaign assumed such dimensions 
pressure of public opinion compelled the British 
ists to “correct” the very clumsy work of Sessions 
Yorke. Acting on the appeal of the prisoners the 
yurt at Allahabad reconsidered and reduced and in 
cases annulled the sentences. Thus, nine of the pri- 
were acquitted, five prisoners who had undergone 
than 4 years of preliminary confinement were releas- 


: ee sentences of the other 13 Meerut prisoners were 
weds 


lic opinion. = Wi 
The international campaign of solidarity continued 
announcement of the verdict of the High Court of 
new stage th 
for the uncon 


th Meerut 
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ced to long- 
in July 1935. 


Thus, the judicial provocation engineered by the British im- 


perialists ended in utter failure. 


The mitigation and annulment of some of the sentences 


; by the Allahabad High Court and the subsequent release of 


the Meerut prisoners before the expiration of the terms, 
furnished convincing evidence of the utter failure of the 
whoje scheme of playing up the “all-India Communist con- 
Spiracy” invented by the authorities. aes 

As conceived by the organisers of the Meerut trial it 
was designated to weaken the anti-imperialist movement, 
to disclose a ‘Communist conspiracy” in India and thereby 
play a major role in preparing the ideological ground for 
a new anti-Soviet war. 

However, the subsequent development of the Indian 
labour movement showed that the influence of the Com- 
munists had grown considerably as a result of the Meerut 
trial. At hundreds of meetings held in town and country, 
in hundreds of resolutions adopted in protest against the 
tyranny of the British colonial authorities in India, the 
workers and peasants called the Meerut prisoners their 
comrades and acclaimed them as heroes of the working class 
and of the Indian people. These facts indicated that the 
Meerut prisoners were not alone, that they were backed by 
hundreds of thousands of workers and peasants. And it 
was for this reason that the voice of the Meerut prisoners 
brought forth a powerful response from the people of In- 
dia as well as beyond her confines. 

The speeches of the Communists at the Meerut trial 
dealt a shattering blow to the national-reformist illusions 
in the Indian labour movement and assisted in bringing the 
crystallisation of the Communist Party of India to its con- 
summation. 

In September, 1933, when most of the Communists con- 
victed at Meerut were released, energetic activities were 
Jaunched for the purpose of building up a united Com- 
munist Party of India. A provisional Central Executive 
Committee of the Communist Party was furmed already in 
1933. Since then the Communist Party of India has been 
acting as the Party of the Indian proletariat which has 
firmly taken its place in the vanguard of the fighters for 


es. India’s national independence, in spite of the government 
» persecutions. Year after year the Communist Party has 


been bringing increasing sections of the Indian working 

lass under its influence. The Communists have been - 
conducting a successful struggle against the national- 

eformists in the Indian trade unions. 


e Meerut trial was a glaring example of imperialist 
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licy, the British Labour Party is as much 
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bour Government was also a one hundred 
sespectable” bourgeois government from the 
f its colonial policy. Consistently true to the 
the Conservatives, it continued the policy of 
the Indian national movement. Thus, in accord- 

MacDonald’s instructions, the British representa- 
= first and second “Round Table Conferences” 
‘insisted on a representation in India based on the 


mmunity principle. In vain were the Hindu and 
sentatives at these conference objecting against 
s community principle of representation as a 
practice. —. 
t the same time the Labourite rulers were conscious 
fact that an unduly frank imperialist colonial policy 
up protest and indignation among the progres- 
in Britain and among the rank and file party 
ade union followers of the Labourites. 
der pressure of the rank and file, the “left”-wing 
ts (Brockway, Maxton and Kirkwood) feign- 
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ers. But neither Brockway nor Kirkwood 
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bi ‘ 
following is a very characteristic fact, At the June 12, 
(929, mecting of Milner-White’s Magistrate Court, the 
defendants asked the judge for permission to send a tele- 
gram to Prime Minister MacDonald. The telegram peti- 
tioned for the restoration of the unlawfully abrogated rights 

"of the defendants and for referring the trial to a jury court 

in Britain. 
“Now that British Labour has returned to power,” wrote 

Z the Meerut prisoners in their telegram, “will Indian labour * 
be restored to its rights? Will the anti-labour legislation 

be repealed and will the Meerut case in view of its significance 

for the Indian and international movement be withdrawn 
from this backward part of the country and referred for 
trial by jury in the mother country?” 


This telegram was never answered. 

Petitions for referring the Meerut case for trial by jury 
were filed again and again, moreover appeals to this effect 
were sent to the judicial council of the Viceroy of India, 
to the India Office as well as to the judicial authorities 
directly concerned with the trial. Objections were also 
yaised to the effect that a case of a “national Communist 
conspiracy” was not within the competence of the Meerut 
Magistrate Court, and later, the Sessions Court, (The Bengah, 
May 7, 1929). The justified demand was advanced on the 
basis of Sections 275 and 443 of the Indian Penal Code, for 
referring the Meerut case to trial by jurv. But all the pe- 
titions and demands of the Meerut prisoners were not heed- 


ed. The second Labour Government of MacDonald while 
ostensibly pursuing a policy of “non-interference” with 
‘““ustice” in India, in reality left the fate of the erut pri- 


goners entirely to the discretion of the Conservative Vice- 
roy Irwin. ‘This standpoint of the Labour Government was 
not fortuitous. Already before the second Labour Gov- 
ernment came to power, MacDonald was seeking the politi- 
cal confidence of the British imperialist bourgeoisie; in his 
speech at a meeting in 1929, he said: N 


“Let us come to power, I will cut short the criminal 
work of this organisation (the Comintern) not only in India, 
but in the whole colonial East.” 


= The second Labour Government was obviously eager to 
please” the British bourgeoisie by pursuing its imperialist 
Onial policy in India. 

Furthermore, the second Labour Gevernment did not 
'to intervene in the Meerut trial owing to its servile 
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ell case, and now we do not want to lose this cabinet 
to the Meerut trial. (The Bombay Chronicle, Heb 18, 1930). 


The Labour Secretary for India, Wedgewood Benn 
gould of course have stopped the absurd Meerut trial; he 
‘could at least have obtained some relaxation of the prison 
regime and secured more favourable conditions for the legal 
© defence of the Meerut prisoners, but Mr, Benn did nothing 
9, 1929 that it was |, of this kind, preferring as a real imperialist to go on with the 
did not dare to ins | provocative judicial farce. : 
ae aus" i This attitude of the Labour leaders to the Meerut trial 
eemimunist ae was correctly qualified by the London Defence Committee 
Baio. cau He as the continuation of the policy of the diehard Conserva- 
Ree trial Sage tives who were in the government before the second Labour 
mial. (The cabinet. In one of its appeals to the English workers, the 
London Defence Committee wrote 


“Fyer since the Labour Government came to power, all 
the efforts to secure their release (of the Meerut prisoners 
—_NS.) or even to guarantee them better conditions for de- 
fence, have been fruitless.” (The Daily Worker, April 1, 1930). 
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Nor did the attitude of the labour leaders towards the 
Meerut prisoners change after the second Labour Govern- 
ment ceased to exist. ~“Irue, the Labour leaders resorted to 
increasing manoeuvring. The annual conference of the 


{ 


Labour Party at Scarborough (1931) adopted a resolution 
‘on the Meerut trial, denouncing the attitude of the Labour 
Government towards the Meerut prisoner and demanding 
their release, Matters were carried so fa that even Mr. 
Benn himself undertook the role of inter pellator with re- 
gard to the Meerut prisoners. (The Bombay Chronicale, 
April 11, 1933). 

In May 1933, the Labour leaders issued a pamphlet with 
a pretentious title Meerut—Release the Prisoners! In the 
introduction to this pamphlet Walter Citrine wrote that 
it was published in the hope that this account of the true 
facts will awaken the public spirit of the citizens to support 
the demand for the release of the persecuted men. (The 
Daily Worker, May 31, 1933). 


In connection with the publication of the above-men- 

ed pamphlet, the Communist Daily Worker of London 

! ae as follows on the hypocrisy of the Labour Party 
rship : 


“On reading the pamphlet the workers will wonder why 
thas been published....Had the second Labour Govern- 
it wished to do so, it could have stopped the Meerut trial 
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The Labourites, as represented by the right-wing lead- 
‘ers—MacDonald, Snowden, Thomas and Benn—who were 
members of the second Labour Government, and in 
particularly its policy with respect to India and the Meerut 


‘prisoners, was vivid evidence of the imperialist essence of 
- this government. 


»Baldwin’s Conservative Government was pursuing far- 
reaching imperialist aims when it schemed the Meerut 
frame-up. Baldwin and his colleagues wanted to show that 
the Communist movement was a menace not only to the 
British rule in India but to the entire capitalist world. The 
brazen reactionaries hoped to use the Meerut.trial for pre- 
paring the ideological ground for an anti-Soviet war. 
Baldwin furthermore wanted to strike a crushing blow at 
the successfully developing revolutionary labour movement 
in India and primarily, at the Communists. In pursuance 
of these schemes, the British colenial authorities wanted to 
leave the revolutionary trade union movement without 
leadership and to intimidate the people in India by the ar- 
rests and trial. Along with this, the British authorities 
wanted to frighten the Indian national bourgeoisie and pet-— 
ty bourgeoisie which have stirred into a movement since 
1927, as well as the peasantry, with the “Communist revolu- 
tion” bogey. ; they would thus be able 
to make these cl ‘ore tractable, more inclin- 
ed to compromise with t imperialists. 

Moreover, the colonia wanted to cut short 
the assistance of the Europ arly of the Bri- 
tish Communists to the Ind movement. 
As conceived by its organisers, the trial engineered at 
Meerut was to provide a pretext for intensifying the co- 
lonial terror in India. The trial was furthermore designat- 
ed to play the role of an effective election trick in favour 
of the Conservatives, since parliamentary elections were 
scheduled to take place in Britain in May, 1929. But these 
schemes of the Conservatives were not destined to mater- 
jalise, The peuple of Britain did not allow the Conserva- 
tives to mislead them in May, 1929. They placed faith in 
the Labour leaders whose election platform contained 
demagogic promise of far-reaching social reforms. But 
after the elections, the second Labour Government, compos- 
ed of the right-wing leaders headed by J. Ramsay Mac- 
Donald “forgot” about the election promises of their party. 


MMore than this, MacDonald and Co. tried their best to per- 


jade the British bourgeoisie that the Labour leaders are 
5 capable of pursuing an imperialist home and foreign 
icy, as any “respectable” 100% bourgeois government. 
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€ class of cases that had stirred the world—such as 
the Dreyfus trial in France, the Reichstag Fire trial of 
Dimitrov in Germany, the Sacco and Vanzetti trial and the 
Mooney trial in the United States. 
The international fascist-mongering bourgeoisie is now 
trying to resort to the reactionary methods employed by 
the,British bourgeoisie in the case of the Meerut prisoners. 
Suffice it to recall the racket raised around the protocol 
provocation in Western Germany in 1948, which was play- 
ed up with truly servile zeal by the right-wing leaders of 
the German Social Democrats led by Schumacher and the 
reactionary British Labour leaders, Bevin and McNeil. The 
. same may be said of the provocative judicial persecution 
of the 12 U. S. Communist Party leaders started by the 
Wall Street. fascist clique in New York, in January, 1949. 
The police and security bodies of the reactionary bour- 
geoisie have obviously not succeeded in inventing anything 
mew since the Meerut trial. Just as et that time, they 
are making extensive resort to methods of foul inventions, 
provocations and perjury in an effort to undermine 2 
= weaken the democratic and liberation movement of 
working people against imperialism. And just as at 
dime the provocation schemes of the fascist-mon gering 
bourgeoisie are imminently doomed to fa 
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he peoples of the multi-national Soviet Union | 
pased and is based upon the Leninist-Stalinist _ | 
‘on the national question. Comrade Stalin has also ’ | 
, worked out the theory of the national question : 
ity with the conditions of the country of victo- y 
cialism and the transition from Socialism to 
m. 
P pinist-Stalinist theory of the national and colo- 
uestion has dealt and is dealing a devastating blow to 
eology of bourgeois nationalism. The bourgeoisie and | 
+ Socialist lackeys not only do not seek for a solu- ‘ 
VASSILIEVA F&F the national question but foment still more discord 
: m nations in order to intensify the national and colo- 
d i the world proletarian pression of imper: ism. Founded on the principlés 
V. Stalin, is linked closely ; proletarian internationalism, Leninist-Stalinist theory 
he national and colonial ‘armed the Communis Parties, all revolutionary fight- | 
problem of the nation- s, all the toilers of the italist, colonial and semi-eolonial 
undations of Leninist- Countries for the strug the abolition of imperialist f | 
fationalism, international ssion, for the fr . of peoples, for their equality 
equal existence and deve- 4 self-sufficient, independent existence and development. 
on of peoples oppressed by : ' 
these very important ques- 
‘model of creative Marxism. 
National and colonial 
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“Hy stion of che struggle of the working class 
ogical treasure and an in- \ ae 3 jalism, ‘tor the proletarian revo- 
theory and the strategy a Mitte the dictators! ‘ip of the proletariat and Socialism. 
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ernational opportunists | tal, of the overthrow of imperialism, of the Pit of the prole- 
Social-Democrats who Tution. It was tacitly assumed that the ee aittance with 
ational question from B tariat in Europe was possible without @ ae the national 
i the liberation movement in the colonies, be ‘of its own 
Eeiisieproplem could be solved on the Gl 
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e some of these works out a revolutionary struggle against eres has been 
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Where imperial- he ‘revolution in Russia have confirmed © 4 on the 
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ent 0 
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+ Marxism and the National and Colonial Question, 
Lawrence and Wishart, 1947, p. 18) 


enin and Stalin have always pointed out the revolu- 
oa forces and possibilities of the peoples of the colo- 
es and semi-colonies, who are awakening to political life. 
the Second All-Russian Congress of the Communist Or- 
“ganisations of the Peoples of the East, which took place in 
Moscow in November, 1919, Lenin in characterising the ad- 
vance of the struggle of the workers of the countries of the 
West against the imperialists and exploiters, said: 


“Similar will be the case in the East. We know that here 
the popular masses of the East will rise as independent par-~ 
ticipants, as creators of a new life, because hundreds of mil- 
lions of this population belong to dependent and not com- 

S pletely equal nations, who to this day have been the object 
of international politics and who have existed for capitalist 
culture and civilisation only as manure.” (V. I. Lenin, Col- 
lected Works, Russ. Ed., Moscow, Vol. XXXIV, p. 549) 
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ght has been completely confirmed. 
‘After the Second World War, a powerful national liberation 


ovement of an unprecedented force and sweep is embrac- 
ing the majority of the peoples oppressed by imperialism. 
he colonial system of imperialism is undergoing a sharp 
crisis. Colonial empires, created through decades, are collap- 
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; of Colonies, “Socialist” Moutet, and the former 
ch Premier, “Socialist” Ramadier, instigated the colo- 
war against the Republic of Viet Nam. It is these French 
social-traitors who sent troops to suppress the Malagasy 
‘insurgents and to annihilate the peaceful inhabitants in 
Madagascar. Such is the present-day openly imperialist 
colonial policy of the social-traitors. pes 

‘ The national-reformists of the colonies and semi-colo- 
nies, representing the interests of the national big bour- 
geoisie, have gone over into the camp of imperialism. They 
are the protagonists of the policy of the most powerful im- 
perialism at the present stage, American imperialism which 
is trying to establish its world domination, as well as of 
British imperialism. 

Now, more than ever before, it has become evident that 
the question of the progressive character of this or that 
movement, the question of the devotion of this or that party 
to the cause of the liberation of its country is determined by 
its attitude towards the USSR. The path of fighting colonial 
_ peoples lies only alongside the USSR, alongside the inter- 
national working class movement, in the camp of democracy 

and Socialism, headed by the Soviet Union, 
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The Great October Socialist Revolution has ushered in 
a new era in the history of all mankind, the era of prole- 
tarian revolutions in imperialist countries, the era of colo- 
mal revolutions which are being conducted in the oppressed. 
“countries of the world in alliance with the proletariat and 
peer. the leadership of the proletariat. The creation and 

consolidation of the USSR bore testimony to the great 
ree and Vitality of the Leninist-Stalinist teachings on the 

ist revolution. Having overthrown the landlords and 
talists the October Revolution has broken the chains 
‘tional and colonial oppression and freed from it 
exception, all the Oppressed nations of a vast state, 
mrade Stalin pointed out: 


lee. The Labourite 
rotagonists of the k 
tional liberation Be complished these i 

SS not under the flag of national i } 
nong nations, but unde arene bane 


ernal Tapprochement of the Workers an 


ough centuries 
ap of equal, sover 
sn steeled more Strong 


97 


re based on anthropological elements of “racial blood” and 
ivacial soul” and set themselves the aim of “justifying” the 
domination of the imperialists, of “specially chosen nations” 


Over weak nations which are backward in their develop- 
ment. 
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of cosmopolitanism, a campaign against 

tonomy”, This platform national sovereignty, In order to “justify” the pre- 

the right of nations 4k parations for a new war, which are being made by the 
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American and British imperialists, the worst enemies of 
mankind, they are preaching the old, worn-out, fascist 
“ideas” of the contradiction among nations and the domina- 
_ tion of one nation over the other, the subservience of peoples 
to the new pretender for world domination—American 
imperialism, 
Comrade Stalin exposed the misanthropic racial theory 

of the German fascist obscurantists. After the Second World 
War, he smashed the racial ravings of the Anglo-American 
imperialists. With exhaustive completeness Comrade Stalin 
pomled out that Churchill and his friends in Britain and 
USA had started the work of instigating a new war with pro- 
clamation of a racial theory, i.e, they were following in 


the footsteps of the Hitlerites. 
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“The German race theory led Hitler and his friends to 
the conclusion that the Germans as the only superior nation 
must domir other nations. The English race theory leads 
Mr. Churci end his friends to the conelusion that the 
English-speak vations, as the only superior nations, must 
dominate the other nations of the world. : 

“AS a matt of fact, Mr. Churchill and_his friends in 

: England and are presenting something in the 
hature of an 1m to nations which do not speak 
English: Recognise domination voluntarily and get 
everything will be in order — otherwise war is inevitable! 

“But the nations shed their blood during the five years of 

- fierce war for the sake of the freedom and independence of 

~ their countries and not for the sake of replacing the domi- 
» nation of the Hitlers by the domination of the Churchills. 

Therefore, it is quite probable that the nations which do not 

Speak English and at the same time constitute the vast ma- 

_ jority of the world’s population, will not agree to submit to 

the new slavery.” (Stalin’s interview to Pravda corres- 
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fj is precisely because of this that the national ques- 
or the question of the struggle against national inequa- 
y, against the domination of one nation over others, for 
| and independent existence, grows over into the ma- 
and colonial question, into the question of the strug- 
the oppressed peoples of the world, the peoples of the 
ree and semi-colonies for freedom and independence. 
"fhe epoch of imperialism brought forth the national and 
colonial question to the forefront of the national liberation 
struggle in so far > contradiction “between the hand- 
ful of ruling ‘civi nations and hundreds of millions 
of colonial and ad oples of the world” was more 
and more disclosed : é and became one of the 
most important cont stions of the epoch of imperialism. 
Comrade Stalin realed the class essence of the bour- 
®eois national movements in the oppressed countries. He 
“exposed the attempts of the bourgeoisie to mask its class 
interests under the slogans of “national unity”, “national 
» traditions” and ovans and to make the proletariat 
and all toilers subservient to it. 
To the “theory” of rank bourgeois nationalism which 
Was expressed in the programme of “national cultural auto- 
“nomy”, Comrade Stalin put in opposition the Bolshevik 
principle of the right of nations to self-determination to the 
point of state secession. This means that every nation deci- 
des the question of its existence as a separate state in con- 
formity with its own tasks and interests and has the right 
of state secession and the formation of an independent 
state. But the question of secession, according to Stalinist 
teaching, must be decided by proceeding from the concrete 
historical conditions and the practical requirements and 
expediency of the deveolpment of each country. Secession 
may or may not take place while self-determination of 
nations is the necessary condition for a Bolshevik solution 
of the national question. 


“TIpasmuch as Soviet states are amalgamated into a 
federation ol yoluntary foundations, the right to secession 
remains unused by the will of these very peoples who have 
joined the RSFSR.” (J. V. Stalin, Collected Works, Russ, Ed, 
Vol. V, p. 43) ; 

Moreover, as the friendship and solidarity of the Soviet 
national republics become more firmly strengthened, these 
republics do not raise the question of going out of the single 
fraternal family of peoples forming the Soviet Union but 
strengthen jt all the more as it corresponds to their basic 
‘and vital interests. At the same time the number of equal 
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moral and political unity and mutual assistance, which has 
been brilliantly confirmed by the entire history of the ex- 
istence of the Soviet Union. 
Alongside the rallying together and consolidation of 
Socialist nations there is going on a process of disintegration 
of bourgeois nations of the capitalist countries and the sub- 
“servience of a whole number of nations and peoples to 
American imperialism. National contradictions and national 
differences within every capitalist and colonial country are 
growing; the imperialists are setting one nation against 
another; bloody national conflicts are becoming more and 
more frequent. The clearest example of this is India where 
national and religious conflicts bear an exceedingly sharp 
character. 

Comrade Stalin’s teachings on nations bear a world- 
historic significance, The majority of the countries of the 
East comprise of multi-national states where the process of 
the formation of nations stands at different ges of deve- 
lopment and where there have always existed sharp na- 
tional differences, artificially fomented by the imperialist 
iulers there. The experience of the solution of the national 
question in the Soviet Union is really invaluable both for 
the formerly colonial peoples who have been liberated from 
imperialist oppression as well as for the peoples, still fight- 
ing for their liberation. 
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who beat a retreat in face of the fascist aggressors with-= 
out any fight also contributed to the growth in the con- 


of their liberation movement, . 

In the war years the Governments of colonial powers 
eame forth with demagogic promises about the granting of 
frepdom and self-government to the oppressed peoples in 
order to ensure for themselves the support of the colonies. 
The USA promised independence to the Philippines, Britain 
to India, Burma, Transjordan; Holland to Indonesia, ete. 
However, these promises were soon forgotten after the ter- 
mination of the war. With respect to the peoples of India, 
Transjordan or the Philippines, the “independence” they 
received turned out to be fictitious and only screened the 
same imperialist oppression and exploitation. 

In the postwar pc , the basic contradiction between 
the policy of the Socialist power and the imperialist powers 
in relation to the oppressed peoples manifested itself more 
and more: sharply. Reality rapidly destroyed the illusions, 
which the colonial peoples had associated with the creation 
of the United Nations. Organisation, They had hoped that 
this organ would be able to cut short the attempts of the 
colonial powers to establish the old regime of oppression in 
the colonies and to defend them from the aggressive policy 
of the imperialist states and all the more since, the Charter 
of the United Nations Organisation included the demand for 
the equality of rights and sovereignty of big and small 
nations. However, the bloe of the colonial powers, headed by 
the USA and Britain, relying on the voting machine subser- 
vient to them are managing to solve colonial problems with- 
in the bounds of their own narrow interests and are attempt- 
ing to utilise UNO as a screen for the creation of unions and 
blocs, directed against the peoples fighting for their free- 
dom. i - ater . 

In opposition to this aggressive policy is the policy of 
the Soviet Union which is heading the camp of democracy 
and Socialism, which defends the interests of the whole 
world and the security, sovereignty and Ireedom of all op- 
pressed peoples, The Soviet Government ceaselessly and 
consistently exposes the policy of the imperialist bloc and 
comes forth,in defence of the Indonesian, Egyptian, Syrian, 
Lebanese and other colonial and dependent peoples. Thanks 
to the support of the Soviet Union, whose international im- 

ortance has increased exceedingly as a result of its victory 
in the Second World War, thanks to its consistent and 
deeply principled policy in UNO a number of colonial coun- 
tries have been rendered direct assistance. 
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Historical experience, the experience of the Great 
October Socialist Revolutien showed that the only genuine- 
ly revolutionary class, the class which is reyolutionary to 
the end the working class and its vanguard—the Commu- 
nist Party alone can give a correct direction to the masses. 
Comrade Stalin teaches that “the proletariat cannot ie 
rate itself without liberating the oppressed pedples. n 
further, Comrade Stalin points out: . : 
Titel isely because the national-coloni: 1 revolu- 
tions tae ae ‘hii country under the leadership of the 
proletariat and under the banner of internationalism that 
jah nations, slave nations, have for the first time in the 
histor of mankind risen to the position of nations which are 
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experience; in many countries they had only then been 
formed. The creation of the Communist Party was closely 
linked with the formation of a working-class in the colonies, 
to which, as is well known, the Fitst World War had given a 
powerful impetus. In the years between the two world wars, 
the Communist Parties of the colonies grew considerably 


“both numerically as well as organisationally and politically. 


They became more unified, the ideological and theoretical 
level of their cadres rose, their poiltical role in the leader- 
ship of the national liberation movement became strength- 
ened, The Communist Parties imbibed the teachings of 
Lenin and Stalin, learnt from the experiences of the Great 
Communist Party, the Party of Bolsheviks, and they became 
transformed into fighting parties, traversing the difficult 
path of revolutionary tempering by acquiring the experience 
of the struggles and leadership of mass battles, the expe- 
rience of defeais and of victories. Under their leadership 
the national liberation movement of the colonial peoples 
rose to a higher ley 

In his scientific works and in practical activities, Com- 
rade Stalin has paid and is paying tremendous attention to 
the formation of Communist Parties in the countries of the 
East, to the working out of their strategy and tactics at dit- 
ferent stages of the national liberation movement. Comrade 
Stalin emphasises in particular the necessity of an all-sided 
study of the concrete and distinctive features of every 
colonial country for the working out of the tactical line of} 
Communist Parties. He points out that without a study of 
the definite tactical principles of Leninism, leadership of the 
revolution in colonial countries is impossible. 


“T have in mind such tactical principles of Leninism as— 

(a) the principle of the necessity of taking into account of 
the national peculiarities and the national characteristics 

: of each country; . 

(b) the principle of the necessity for the Communist Party 
in every country of utilising the smallest possibilities of 
aceuring mass allies for the proletariat, even if they are 
temporary, vacillating, wavering or unreliable; 

(c) the principle of the necessity of taking into account ts 
truth that propaganda and agitation alone are nol 
enough for the political education of millions af the te 
but that this demands the political experience of the 
masses themselves.” (J. V. Stalin, Collected Works, Russ. 
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Comrade Stalin points to the possibility and necessity 
during definite stages of the revolution of creating a united 
national anti-imperialist front in the colonies. Comrade 
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open raising of the agrarian question will give an impetus 
sto the revolutionary process of ferment among the peasant 
its tempo. Thus, the reformist bour- 
1 cannot resolve to approach in practice this 
fundamentally burning question, The struggle of the toilers 
in the countryside for land, for human conditions of life and 
laboyr, for democratic liberties merges into the single com- 
mon stream of the anti-imperialist liberation struggle of 
» the colonial peo their struggle for national liberation 
headed by the working class and its Communist vanguard. 
Comrade Stalin pomts to the possibility and necessity 
during definite stages of the revolution of creating a united 
national anti-imperialist front in the colonies. 
Stalin teaches that it is necessary 
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“to make a strict difference between revolution in im- 
perialist countr countries that oppress other peoples, and 
revolution in colonial and dependent countries, countries that 
suffer irom the imperialist oppression of other states, Revo- 
lution in imperialist countries is one thing; in those coun- 
the bourgeoisie is the oppressor of other peoples; it is 
ater-revolutionary in all stages of the revolution; the 
national element, as an element in the struggle for emanci- 


ation, is absent in these countries. Revolution in colonial 
and dependent countries is another thing; in these countries 
the oppression exercised by the imperialism of other states 
cannot but affect the national bourgeoisie also; the national 
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‘and colonial countries, by a mighty sweep of the national 
liberation struggle and by the victory of the national and 
colonial revolution in a number of countries, this revolu~ 
tionary process develops with a still more rapid tempo. 
The national liberation movement which is rising to 
new heights as a result of the victories achieved by the 
Soviet Union in the Second World War and on the road to 
building a Communi ciety is developing as a struggle for 
the People’s Democratic revolution in the colonies. The suc- 
cessful experience of People’s Democratic construction in 
tne Mongolian People’s Republic, in North Korea and in 
China contributes to this. The slogan of struggle for a new, 
People’s Democracy is the most popular slogan of the na- 
tional liberation movement in the colonies. Under present 
conditions when there exist the great Soviet Union and 
the mighty camp of democracy and Socialism, People’s 
Democracy as a form of power fulfilling the functions of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat corresponds most to the 
transitional period to Socialism. 
It is precisely this form of power which fully corres- 
ponds to the interests of the broadest masses of workers of 
them ; the colonies. The anti-imperialist struggle, the struggle for 
[ ie a able People’s Democracy unites under the leadership of the 
which imperialism throws at them, pur- Avorking class ie Py cee alow, us the neons 2 
STU : tee «eae Tc i the petty bourgeoisie and certain sections of the mid- 
p the national front which had anne The People’s Democratic power is waging 
‘ul struggle for liberation from imperialist oppre- 
d is carrying out genuinely democratic transforma- 
tions in economic life and social and political contruction 
and is creating all the conditions for a transition to Socialist 
construction. Thus, the People’s Democratic revolution 
in the colonies bears above all an anti-imperialist and anti- 
feudal character. But later on it undoubtedly grows over into 
the Socialist revolution. The tempo of this growing over 
depends upon the concrete peculiarities of each colonial 
country. The stages and the paths of this transition were 
in the main formulated by Comrade Stalin in his famous 
theses on the development and perspectives of the Chinese | 
Revolution. : F ? 
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skilfully as possible, to strike its blows at moments most 
difficult and dangerous for the Party. 
“We knew this. We knew also that the enemy 
» strives to make use first and foremost of unstable elements 
in the Party, of those elements who in any degree have 
deviated from the Party line, taken part in anti-Party groups 
adopted Trotskyist, Left-sectarian and other anti-Party 
stands. 


“How is it to be explained that the Central Committee of 
the Party was unable for so long to recognise the true 
nature of Traicho Kostov and his adherents?” 


pointed out that “there existed warning 
arm signals that all was not well with regard to 
Traicho In the Central Committee of the Party 
they were known. This cannot and should not be denied. 
But for a long time attention was not paid to them, they did 
not serve as a reason for raising the question of Traicho 
Kostoy’s true features. 


“Qur political sense, our revolutionary vigilance, were 
not up to the mark, We should fully recognise these weak- 
nesses, these mistakes of ours. We should see them and 
recognise them to the full. We did not take clearly into 
account the inevitability of a sharpening of the class 
struggle as our offensive against capitalist elements conti- 

nue, and we did not opportunely adopt all measures to pre- 
pare the Central Committee and the Party as a whole for 
the new forms of struggle our enemies were using against 
‘our Party and the People’s Democratic Government. 
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Traicho-Kosto 1 
the conclusions from the | 
er 9, the doors of the Party ~ 
one, Traicho Kostov we 
acceptance into the Party 
TY restrictions. We 
e, aa of the Party 
em, and sometimes 
re, side by side with 
| unstable, rotten and 
epics. too, joined the 
aternal and external 
taffs did not fail to 


Feultural Lit 4 ry. 

¢Our Central Coramittee hardly possessed, and still 

Mdoes not fully po egg, the necessary ap Thus is by no 

Means acciden’ Tt is the dir nee of a definite 

: underestimation of the role of the Central Committee. 

2 “Until recently the Central Committee har 

Py itself seriously with questions uilding, of oe 

Yatine the social composiiton. © arty, of the work © 

te Party organisa r that in such a 
y ence of the Party organisations is by n® 


# their people into the separa 
Hi situation the experience © 
gainst enemies, means sufficiently taken into account and tie connection 
eel regard between the Central Committee | and ey ere ongani- 
the time, raised cations is not what st should be, while inns a jemo- 
: t observed jn proper measure and criticism 2! 
peals, remain at a low level. 


cracy is no 
self-criticism, 
the 


ite our 
cou ans enough attention was alwayS 
its decisions. For many 
y organisations, the C 


‘ d ar 
stare arty is, in effect, only one of man, 
enon with us 


primarily and — 
istently and — 
our Party 
progressed, ( 
the foulest : CS our Beer 
tral Co 


0 oS 
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he Central Committee : 


yuld become the iron rule for everyone. In the 
e Central Committee of the Party, apart from 
1 legiate methods, certain 


f the principle of col 
utual condonation, complacency 


Membe 


ork, but th » forei . 
e me &n to i * 2 . . 
me were cases © Leninis. of liberalism, ™ : 
1 in oup | not been completely overcome. We are frequently 
+ considerations: the comrade 


the man, 


observin a 

Be £ Colle; 

i au and + Slate 

proved possible a the ate 
arbi. | 


er of Tr. deliveri 
ade, as against the Aaa the 
aa Stipu- 
e year 1949, ag th 
i airman of the Blan 
ons, - uilding e Plan. 
& Work costing 


such practice it is 

j i eer it i n 
1. 1s r 

ert NS co 

r ranks, hd es nd, secretly | 

an: &ven suc @ 

iS and intentions peoed 


has rendered good 8 
5 forth. But this pract 
r Tt is all the more dan 
“hat we are the Party in power 
example is followed and should be follow ed by 
er organisations, all working people, and that for every 
of our mistakes, for every one of our omissions, the 
rorking people pay and bear on their shoulders the conse- 
ences of our mistakes and omissions. 
fee the attitude of the Political Bureau, 
wards the frequent mistakes and weaknesses of Dobri Ter- 
_ peshev as Jeader, was impermissibly Jenient. The Political 
Bureau limited itself to reprimands, warnings and persua~ 
‘sions in its own close circle. In his work as Chairman of the 


State Planning Commission,# Dobri Terpeshev made many 
y before the Fifth Party Con- 


“gerious mistakes. Immediately 

Ge after the anti-Soviet activities of Traicho Kostov had 

ecome known, Dobri Terpeshev declared in the Political 

“Bureau that he knew about Traicho Kostov’s directives to 

conceal from the Soviet Union the prices obtaining in our 
intries.- Before that he had never 


trade with capitalist cou 
eau and told us about this directive. 


in the cot 


for example, to- 


surprising that 
and Finaneial 
Ministers act- 
ee any cues 
de = 

eader, i. oe back of Connell 
we we e face of such a prae- 
re unable quickly to 


of the plot 
Bae to a cognise cay ome to the Political Bur 
Vities of the ia and liquidate “pid we bring Dobri Terpeshev to book? Did we punish 
: Ivan Stefanovs, him? Was he criticised anywhere? Did we get him to make 
+ for the reasons why he has ac- 


any self-criticism, to accour 
ted in that way? No, we did not, And the Party does not 
_ know to this day why he acted in this way. In this case, too, 
ewe tolerated and forgave Dobri Terpeshev—at the expense 
‘of the Party and the State, at the expense of the correct 
frainign of cadres. How many times was Dobri Terpeshev 
found giulty of not keeping secret, of tallsing about affairs 
which should not have been talked about? Did we punish 
for it? No, we tolerated and forgave 
it not clear that such a practice 
ust once and for all put an 
d cauterise it with red-hot 
a practice can only serve the 


Tt foll 
fe that we, members 
af et Committee, bear 
a pene fact that for 
€thods of work existed 
ie and facilitated 
: apossible earlier — 
follows that we 
ness of every 
leadership, of ~ 
ee. Not a 
_ iron? Is it not 


Central enemies of our Party? : 
out ‘igen t as shown not only towards Dobri 
L  'Terpeshev. We have to 


“Such liberalism W 1 
admit that there existed, and still 


xisted indecision 


ucate themsel\« 


“we had an uncri 
ts and made ii 
We trusted them i 
(00 much, but we allow 
M a number of decisiv: 
we were not every\ 
perts our own loy: 
not as yet become sp 
'exercised control ove 
Up their sleeves, gone i 
have themselves bec: 
hindhand with raisin 
Ng specialists of workii 
‘Of our economy, { 
t is sufficient to re: 


working people have 


a 


n work with cadres 
provided a favourable 
ll-camouflaged enemies, 
note should be taken that oyep 

on the i | 
@ leadership of the Peston ot i 
om-the ranks of the w 
w leading cadres ought + 
ad with a knowledge 
| have used, and sti 
experts, educated i 


‘of Socialism. But in thi 


education established 


Party ang 


9 drop fro 

of their bite 
till use in oyp 
the bourgeois 
new and join 
s, I think, we 
il approach 4o 


ypear that they 


uch; not only 
1em to be all- 
iches of our 
able to put 
orkers who, 
ts, could, on 
1 and, on the 
tudy and in 
experts, 
solving the 
ss origin for 
the economic 
that only last 
hat only sons 


ie right to be 
educational institutions. As yet we have 
‘training specialists of our national 
administration, from among people 
The verification of Party cadres, 
_workers, care for their growth, 
ment and timely criticism of thei 
Y assistance to them — this vely 
work of the Party’s leadership is still 


; y- 2 
cadres department of the Central 

departments in the Party is m 
proceeds formally. ‘That is why 
unable to: expose in good time 

1g from the Party their pre ; 
ore the police, their connections 
undertakings to serve the fascls 
y and foreign intelligence. 


» and this 


atmosphen. 


Orking glass | 
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‘The trials in. Budapest and Sofia de 
im his activities the enemy is relying in particular on former 
Trotskyites, members of factions, Right-wing . opportu. 
, Leit-sectarians as well as on people who for many 
ars lived in Western capitalist countries, These people — 
t always to be studied attentively, People of whom it 
ot known, or not quite definitely known, whether they 
»broken with their anti-Party past should not be put 
forward for responsible work, Had there been a correct 
dying of cadres by our Central Committee, we could 
have exposed the presence of provocateurs and bandits 


monstrated that 


ier. A 
“The conclusion must be; decisive reorganisation and 
improvement cadres’ work in the Party and the 


Central Committ 
We We had another weakness comrades, which enabled 
enemies to rem ed for a long time. I have in mind 
the attitude tow larm signals, towards various warnings 
received by th: al Committee. Not always did we treat 
~ the incoming s ith sufficient attention, Lack of regard 
for warning 6 a geat mitake. It bars our way and 
» deprives us of pportunity to liquidate serious dangers 
and failures. \\ t learn the lesson and redically change 
‘our attitude to ; warning signals received from Party 


Wis 


organisations, Party members, from the working 
people. ; ; 3 
“The main weakness, emphasised in particular by Com. 


itrov at the 5th Congress of our Party, 
Pwhich has not yei been overcome Is our thecret ae 
Of course, the main thing is the correctness Party, its 
®eneral linc, its policy. The genéral Une, ie eae y must 
> Policy, are correct. But the realisation of - Bt RAE OES, 

he Strengthened by a profound ae ee ser et: 
~ Of the changing circumstances, of t 8 tical knowledge and 
Our advance towards Socialism. Te a vital necessity 
Wlioretical maturity of Party leader jmplement the enrrect 
enabling them successfully to + P 


cy. 
“Comrade Dimitrov noted t 
Ons are in many respects © Wee in 
theoretical thought considers ly at 
we were unable sufficie t a 


hing to our conde necessary 


_zade Georgi D 
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et that under his Chairmanship the Plannnig C 
é L om- 
without asking anybody — obviously ae its 
g to the lowering of plans, and on the other hand 
ed the expenditure of thousands of millions without 


ommittee, and i 
in an ; 
a collective theoretical Meri 

mental problems of our Bes 


ble for the weaknesses Centra jon 

d, which explains ou me short. ence of any drafts and estimates, ratified by the 
estlier Y failure {9 cal Bureau and the Government? Who then is the main 
eo as it ee, Ministers, ‘ a ada s and embezzling materials and means 

responsible for the “se ) al peir freeziny? 
state construction aa Ors of the 1y was money cit culation not planned in our coun- 
ion. The Central Committee A under Why did the Plann Commission not even raise this 
wee, Une eely fon? Who is responsible in the first place for distor- 


turnover of goods? for wages’ 
hings exposed at stock-taking? Who 
| foremost? Who has the account first 
bsence of real statistics, without 


vit eves and without hands? 
fe and death 


le of our countr 

re y must dem 

ee 

c 2 in if ‘ 

it ite e Central Committee, 
however, two spheres where 


ms in the plan for 
“funds? for those ug! 
3 ig responsible first an 
“and foremost for | 
which we are as \ 


in view of > 


v1sM it is essential 2m 
we it is essential to a. ‘ ee “These are vit uestions, questions of li 
Bator mm mind the work of nated for our economy. Certain 5eople want to seize on the con- 
dof the administration of {! nteeing siderable successe ichieved beyond doubt despite the 
eS the national wrecking acts, a! ich testify to the viability of the 
"a tight to ask: How did the Minisitr People’s Democrat: n, to the great selflessness of our 
inistry of the working people. Certain people want to selZ 


ore? Why w é 
Pe eriinated sin | ee vite cesses and gloss ‘ 
id why had there not been an mere and economy intentionally anc unintentionally. 
alarm signal folerated. We can liquidate the disruption an 


eenomic advance of the country only 

erush the wreckers, un hesitatingly remo 
Ieaders who are not standing, but ‘lying’ on 
Marxism, who are not leading, ! : 
posts, and if we put in their places business! 
are conscious of their responsibility. Ther 


be any hesitations in this respect! . 
f the Central (C) 


“The Political Bureau ° te 
coming the weaknesses and shortcoming 
dually freeing itself of in 0 
having unmasked the true Bs of Traicho 
exposed his vile spying gang 

- : as been U 
staff of Traicho Kostov’s cor the ex post 


istry of Interior? 

: r? How did it 
iltrated into the argans of St ate 
posts? How did they gci the 


pee acted the greatest damage in 
a. 8 Dobri Terpeshey was Chairman 
nd the eo Why did Comrade Dobri 
slitical ee How did it happen that he, 
failed eee knowing about Traicho 
© come to the Political Bureau 

bout that instruction? 


Must account to the Ce 
ean { ntral Com- All measures taken to Com 
or ne work in the State Planning - Kostov’s conspiracy. The blows upp 
i What degree he is responsible ‘hot cease until its complete) qtN ean 

iiine: ae the national economy 2s 4 country, wherever its traces might are mercill 
, a eadership of the Planning Com- cho-Kostovism means and must oncies jn 0 

erpeshey must say whether he ing rout of the foreig? capitalis’ eran ete the 

e interests as a Bolshevik, as # eye must cleanse, and Wie organs 

, atus public OFS eng 
» Bite. The worksing P | 


the Party, the State asses nests. 


‘Bureau entrusted with the leader i 
; entire country, of any © 


ission ought to have done. 18" 


relief the resolute stru, 
» Lhey are :ciieved to see th 


n of his speech, Vylko Ch 

he Bulgarian Communist Bae 
C engthen the Centra 
le collegiate character of its Work 


‘toleration of compron 
r it with achievements. 
comings, never to forget 


ve Tesponsible 
‘en We are laying 


\ is essential 
necessary for us, me) rs of the Cen 


learn from books. lif 
, [ro fe, from th 
id foremost to learn #1 ' is 
e of the Breat Soviet Unio: ° 
ung the collegiate w: f the Political 


‘entral Committee, it is ‘sary simulta- 

The Central 
fo put an end 
id to arbitrary 
isible for every- 
ds the destiny of 
ill measures to 


ey 

m tasks is the consolidation of 

2 datio the Panty, 
dnner-Party democracy, the launching of 
cism, the heightening of revolutionary 


; Y change the methods of the Central 
fe Party organisations. It is neces 
t vestige of any kind of leadership 
ave work must be inculcated in all out 
Hot only in the Central Committee. 
tship by command are doubtless 
tet and local leading organs of the 


self-criticism within the Party; 
Se 


al Committas gf | 


Said, “to strengthen firm adherey 
nee 


) Party press in d 


lead without | 
ings of Mar | 


to remove them, to imp! 


of leadership by command must be 


Party means to observe inner : y 
o reater persistence. It is neces J fight ruthlessly agains 
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out respect for persons. Without i i 
| self-criticism it is impossible completa be: 
Traicho-Kostovism from the Party. Without titi ts wee ne! 
self iticism it is impossible to strengthen the revoliauene ; 
idence of the Party. It is necessary to act firmly ara a 
sly against everyone who to any degree hampers ont : 
who strangles criticism within the Party.” 2 
Comrade Chervenkov dealt on the important role of the 
ping criticism and self-criticism, and 
ance of worker and peasant correspon- 


spoke of the sign 


dents. “Comrade Stalin teaches”, he said “that in order that 
leaders should not forget themselves, they should not cut 
themselves off fi the masses and the masses from them, 
Criticism and seli-criticism are essential..., : 
; “Comrade Stalin teaches that criticism and self-criti- © 
cism from beloy ust be launched, that leaders must listen 
to it with attent Sti 
‘It is one ’ says Comrade Stalin, ‘when a dozen or 


des are looking out for and noticing short- 
wk, While the mass of the workers do not 
sle either to look ont for or notice short- 


two leading 
comings in « 


want or aré 
comings. Th« every chance then that there will certainly 
be oversigh 1 not everything noticed. 
~ «Tt is a different story when, together with a dozen or 
two leading comrades, hundreds of thousands and millions 
of workers are looking out for and noticing shortcomings, 
exposing our mistakes, drawing themselves into the cause of 
construction and outlining the ways for improving the work. 
no surprises will 


There will then be more guarantee that : 
Occur, that negative phenomena Will be noticed in pee 
Measures for the elimination of such phenomena W. 


taken in good time,’ (Stalin, Collected Works, Rasieet 1 
I, pages 35-36) : : 


“With the-help of criticism 2 
dminist 
t to learn how 
he forces and 


nd self-criticism the work- 
er the country, economy _ 
to administer, it 1s 
capacities of the 

i ortcomings. 
Working class, to criticise our ee i Ee ree in order 
— “And what does it a eee wd advance it? This 
ee he working class in 


alls for the active participa ey ation of the country, and 


Pree ution work, in the a ee that it 
8 f its consclo at a 2 mu 
: eee : ae important conaranys ooo inat ourgeois- 
7 t bureaucracy, de towards human 
aristocratic, obtuse and soulless a0" ae 
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, trade unions, in the State apparatus 
Us 
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_ “We must purge our Party of e i 
‘elements who infiltrated into it and have taker arden 
have not yet finished with Traicho-Kostoy within 
arty. It is essential to check up on the Party cadres, bi ie 
ing with the Central Committee and ending with the 
leadership of the primary organisations, During the et 
. we must be particularly exacting and severe Hapa 
: hose who in the past took part in factional anti-Party 
ee groupings: within the Party. But the check-up should not 
be indiscriminating or general, but strictly individual, There 
must be very sharp revolutionary vigilanee towards our 
enemies in the Party at the present time. 
—“The building of Socialism is being carried out in con- 
ditions of sharpened class struggle. The class struggle will 


2 


re, 
ed for struggle against bi 
Stalin’s words that mre puereay 


of the masses of toilers aga} 

in our organisations, it is eae 
me of our comrades, who rendereg Pr 
, but are suffering at present from bur fe 
(Stailn, Collected Works, Vol. 11, p, 73) ce 


y to organise and develop mass orit 
hervenkov said. ee 
our workers and all working peop) 
ae: wipe ie i 2 e 
‘iticise! Criticise courageously aan nate 


shortcomings in our work! Don’t be afraid to “not die down but will become more acute. Capitalist ele- 
oe itate to criticise on the grounds that you | ments, sinking to the depths, resist frenziedly, They enjoy 
) express yourself with refinement and preci- ) the support ot nglo-American imperialism, Unceasing 
ent to speak honestly and conscientiously | vigilance withi ie Party is as essential as air. One must 
desire to help—criticise the weaknesses, fight mercilessly against any kind of self-complacency, 
reconciled to them, don’t ig hem! Nobody against any unc+restimation of the necessity for the most 
making such criticism! Anybody who ham: intense vigilance towards the enemies of people’s power and 

» anyone who stifles criticism, can and must of our Party. ; 


“Tt is necessary to declare war on complacency, on a 

from above—the criticism wich we leaders conciliatory atiiiuce towards shortcomings. It is necessary 

ut—is not enough. It is essential, but it is to struggle mercilessly against petty bourgeois philistine 
ism from below is e tial. Criticism vestiges, lack of principle, and sycophancy. 


“The enemy is alive, he has not been finally destroyed 


| the most important matte: us at present. 


and self-criticism constitute the specific Bol- in our country. The conditions which encourage our oa 
for the education of cadres. In our popular: Thave not yet been liquidated. The enemy 's Pat ane 


troying the Traicho Kostov conspiracy we in shi 
tering blow on the enemy. Now it isa question of ae 
him of the opportunity of se head again. 
necessary to destroy him permanently, c 
‘Nationalism an nationalist manifestations must be 


an : meas herever they may 
Bs eradicated as a hostile, fascist ideo Oey towards the 


appear. Nationalism manifest itself in ; 

Soviet Union, in belittling its successes, » Meee 
and denial of the world-historic expetlehts ee is 
October Socialist Revolution as @ mode ae a os 
Workers and working people throughout ae ane aneers 
@stimation of one’s one strength and Beit aden 
€stimation of the strength and success 0 D 

of international proletarian solidarity, treason towards the 
“Nationalism is an ideology Soeiatisrn: Nationalism 
eamp of peace, democracy ant -" o ourgeois counter- 
Means a Party’s degeneration into : : 
evolutionary Party. 


icism and self-criticism are one of 
g forces. Hence our main task is: 
Widest possible, healthy and nationwide 
Ecriticism. This is called for by the radical 
rking people, by the interests of Social 
Comrade Stalin teaches. 
{ task in the struggle for the consoli- 
* Chervenkoy noted, “is to raise the 
arxist-Leninist level of Party wow 
file Party members. 
ly important to organise work for self- 
lembers of district and local committees, 
st master Bolshevisrn in the process? 
become not only well verse 
y-cultured, politically-tempered ang 
of orientating themselves indepen’ 
d internal conditions. The fu" 
Country depends on it, comrades. 


' 45. Y. Stalin showed that the Soviet Republic tee 
” fast, freed from the colonial yoke, vrotetlel Srthe ae 
ship of the proletariat, and being equal members of the So. 
viet Union, could and should become fellow-builders of So- 
cialism because the peoples of these Republics were develop- ~ 
jng and consolidating as nations not under the aegis of the 
pourgevis system, but under the aegis of Soviet Govern- — 
ment. 

In his later works, J. V. Stalin established that, under 
the leadership of the Communist Party, new, Sodialicimne 
<fions originated and developed on the ruins of the old, 
pourgeois nations. These nations could originate and develop 
only on the ba of the Soviet-system and thanks to the 
consistent pursuance of the Lenin-Stalin national policy. 
The crux of the national problem in the USSR, as J. V. 
Stalin pointed out at the Tenth Congress of the Party, lay 
in the obligation to put an-end to the actual backwardness 
inherited by some nations from the old exploiting system 
and thus enable them to overtake Central Russia in the 
political, cultural and economic respect. 

In his speech, J, V. Stalin outlined a concrete program- 
me of action designated to enlist the efforts of the working 
people of the for the building ef Socialism. To achieve 
this, it was n sary to create industrial centres in the 
Republics of East as bases for rallying the peasants 
around the workine class; to advance agriculture and above 


By I. VERKHOYVTSgy 


Publication of J. V. Stalin's Spoon ’ 
of the University of the Peony 


years. haye passed since the publicati 

Speech at the mecting oi students of the 
versity of the Working People of the East 
Tasks of the University of the Peoples of 


ic speech, J. V. Stalin ov 
transformations in the So 
ed the tasks of the Com 
: ependent countries. 

avered his speech at a time when the 
economic restoration effort of the USSR was 
on and the building of Socialism in the J 


ie 


mame the immediate practical task, The 


lined a program- 
t Republies of 
nist Parties in 


Stalin linc’ cae met in April 192) (= “all irrigation; to facilitate and advance cooperative orgamisa- 

stalin line directed towards the victory | tion among the broad masses of the peasants, as the most 

USSR as a Party law binding for all the important way of bringing the Soviet Republics of the Hast 
ty. In fulfilment of the resolutions of the into the gencral system of Soviet economic development; 2 j 
ee) tbe Party launched extensive politt to bring the Soviet closer to the masses, to make them natio- 4 
Jement a national : 


nal in composition and in this way to imp € 
Soviet State organisation that will be close nt eae 
ible to thc working people; to develop nation Tt ong 
‘Organising the training of Party, government, & 


he main tasks of the Party at the period to Meeeunicn cadres from among tite ‘aca peeele F 
Stalin’s precept about 


ticipation of the " f the i W 
VICI 1 popular masses 0 Extremely important was J. V- PE Grose lila 
East in the building of Socialism the nature of Soviet culture J. Vv. ee ane eelake 


ask,” pointed out J. V. Stalin, “is © 
Peasants of these Republics to becom’ 
lalism in our country; to create and 
in accordance with the specific circum 
of these Republics, that will prome 
Wship.” (Stalin, “The Political T 
the eoples of the East”, Marxism 4 
HW Question, London, 1947, pP: 207-8) 
; es 


hal activities designated to strengthen the 
he working class and the peasantry, 10 
On of the working masses in the practical, 

ding of the Socialist society. 


i pointed oub 
“we are building ® proletarian CREE EP 
J. V. Stalin. “That is absolutely ee See et = 
proletarian culture, pee is Ree on 
different forms and methods © ; aot 
peoples that have been drawn into the Wom 
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policy” (Ibid, p. 209). Eloquent evidence of the cor- 
mess of this conclusion is contained in the entire his. 
of development of the world’s first Socialist State of 
orkers and peasants. : a 
The Soviet Union constitutes a great friendly comm 
Ith of new nations which originated and developed un: 
the Soviet system. The Soviet Socialist multinational 
te, which rests upon the moral and political unity of 
wiet Society, upon the fraternal friendship of the peoples 
4he USSR and the envigorating patriotism of the Soviet 
ople, revealed i trength and titanic power in the trying 
ears of the Great Patriotic War, and it is now successfully 
ving the problems connected with the building of the 


gy and tactics of the 
ment masterfully elaborateg 
are of enormous Significance 
2s in the colonial Fast, This He 
example of the Communist Party 
“The Political Tasks of the. Unj 
East” and in other pro: 2 
to the Communist Party of 
hat time, the only correct course 
of transition from the Policy of ~ 
) the policy of a bloc of the workers 
tty bourgeoisie. : 
came the guiding star for the heroic 
‘Party which led the Chinese people to 


Tevoly. 


Nnounee. 


5 ion < Communist socici ae 
ca eg nd cpanel id The Soviet multinational State, which is a living em- 
ialism in general was considerably  podiment of the immortal ideas of Marxism-Leninism, is 


oppressed peoples of the world fighting 


1 by 
ee ced by the standard-bearer of peace, demo- 


@ camp of democracy and Socialism : 
Pp : for their freec 


tt Union became immeasurably stronger 


Sc is m 
A : Peecm a cracy and S sm. pee Ae 
feeend Word Wer Thee cc ieeines pe famed we eyenconnuering, ea of Maia 
ecedented surge of the national liberation a Biri a ate fio heme for the victory of Communism, 


colonies and dependent countries. The 
iplete eradication of the colonial system 
w on the order of the da: 

by the Chinese people under the lead- 
ous Communist Party dealt another 
[system of imperialism, substantially 
front of peace and democracy in the 
Spired the peoples of Vict Nam, Burma, 
‘Indonesia and other countries to a 
Struggle against the imperialist en- 


__PRAVDA, May 22, 1950. 


beration struggle of the peoples in the 
dent countries is headed by the working 

umunist Parties. The new surge in the 
iggle of the oppressed peoples is a 
n-Stalin theory of the national and 


_appraising in his speech on “The 

Iniversity of the Peoples of the 
ated in the first years of the 

national State, J. V. Stalin ag 

Ishevik national policy is the onl 

fabs 


: By V. GRIGORYAN 
At Lenin’s book “‘ ‘Left’-Wing 


“Left’-Wing Commun —an Infan- 

ten thirty years ago is a classic work 
this work, Lenin, on basis of the 

mee of the Russian revolutions of 1905 and 
nternational working c¢ movement 
adations of the strates tactics of a 
hew type and outlined a | vugh system 
on the leadership of th volutionary 


letariat. 


Is constantly paid gr ittention to 


ietics of the class str the prole- 
g the tasks of these tactics in Pent 

] the premises of thei ectical and 
look. In his article, Karl Marx, Lenin 
an objective estimate of the whole 
elations of all classes, without any 
dety and consequently also an ob- 
Standard of development of this 


basis of a correct strategy and tat- 
@s an advanced class. SHesides, all 
Must be regarded not from a static 
ut of view, that is, noi in their im- 
lotion, Whose laws emerge from the 
existence of every class. 
Second International attempted 
x and Engels on the strategy and 
- the proletariat, Lenin revealed 
retical labours of Marx and 
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and developed their teachings in a new histor 
in the period of the open actions of the prolet 
period of the proletarian revolution. — 


_ *,,..Lenin did not confine himself to restoring certain — 
ctical propositions of Marx and Engels. He avec 


leadership of the class struggle of the p 
iphlets, such as What is to be Done?; Two 
sm}; State and Revolution; The Proletarian 
ihe Renegade Kautsky; ‘Left’-Wing Commu- 
ioubtedly always be treasured as priceless” 
general store of Marxism, to its reyolu- 
he strategy and tactics of Leriinism con- 
of leadership of the revolutionary strug- 
(J. V. Stalin: Problems of Leninism., 


} 


tionary arsenal 
) stitute the sci 
gle of the p 


ariat.” 
Foreign Langusges Publishing House, Moscow, 1947, p. 68). 
Leninist t: .os on the strategy and tactics of a re 
volutionary p: of the working class were developed 
further in th: rks of Comrade Stalin. In developing 


Comrade Stalin gave a classical definition 

tics, the essence of strategic ‘ 
of the strategy and tactics Be: 
thout a study of all that % 
hing. Such works as 
of the 


Leninist teachi 
Of the essence of strategy and tac 
and tactical leadership. Mastery | 
‘of Leninism is inconceivable wi 


Comrade Stalin contributed to this teac u 
Short Course of the History 


Problems of Leninism; 
CPSU (B); The Question of the ae te ae 

y munists; October Revolution a: 
Russian Communists; The 2volution ae oS 


ties of the Russian Communists; the o h p 
On the Political Strategy and Tactics of the Russian Ce 
Mists and other works of Comrade Stalin, which Beige aa 
terly analysis of the main guiding foundations ae ee 
the strategy and tactics of Bolshevism have ie ee 
ist-Leninist teaching with new conclusions and prop : 


3 4 44 sg struggle of the 
applicable to the new con ee on sige gener 


Proletariat in the epoch of the § aie sead 
Metats of capitalism and the division of the meee vO. 
camps. , fee 

Lenin’s book “Left ne Ne 
Disorder, was written in April ay, 19 


Soviet power had consolidated its pos 
The oa waged by Soviet ee arr ree i 
the foreign imperialists and ae abu O 
_ to a victorious oul ed Kolchak, Yuden 
e Red Army hoc proteges of the imper 


13) 


was compelled to lift the block. _In Hungary and Bavaria there arose Soviet republics, 
ae Italian workers seized enterprises and created Soviets 
der the slogan of “Do as Russians Did!” The workers in 
| Germany acted in the same way by defeating the attack of 
Whe German Kornilovites. A revolt flared up amongst the 
@ulors of the French Navy in the Black Sea, Not merely the 
Weountries of capitalist Europe but also fhe coloniat and de- 
jendent count: were drawn into the revolutienary vor. 
is laid by the October Revolution. 
ert trend of the toiling masses, their revo- 
] i ivations created favourable conditions for the 
femergence ¢ development of a Communist movement. 
The parties of the Second International, which had al- 
teady become politically bankrupt in the years of the First 
World War, were on the other side of the barricade in the 
days of the revolutionary actions of the working class. They 
openly disavowed Marxism and the demand of the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat and emerged everywhere in the role 
of traitors and strangulators of the revolutionary move- 


th Congress of the Party, “that our 
y every month, and will grow even 
ult is that our international POsition 
r before.” (V.I. Lenin: § 
‘ us Selected Works, 


*eL 

‘Socialist Revolutionaries, the Men- 
and the Nationalists, after having 

the revolution openly passed over to the 

iInterventionists, were the centre of White 

juring the civil war years finally lost their 
1e people, 

an and Stalin, the Bolshevik Party con- 

ided still more its ties with the masses; 

© immeasurably not only amongst the peo- 

ia but amongst the toilers of the entire 


“7 


or the international worlcine class move- ment. \Vithin these parties the struggle between the revolu- 
Republic became a bulwark on which if tionaries : the a 
compromiser lauvinists on the other, was aggra- 


and around which it could always unite 


orces into a single revolit ionary, anti-im- vated. The majority the Social-Democratic parties under- 


went a sharp political crisis which in many countries cul- 
minate 1 a split and in the creation of revolutionary 
-Commu Parties. Already, in 1918, Communist Parties 
had arise number of: countries. The existence of the 
Soviet Republic was a firm base for the international 
alliance of parties, heading the struggle for an: overthrow 
of the yoke of capital. In March 1919, under Lenin’s guidance = 
such an alliance was created in the form of the Communist 
International. ‘ 
= Lenin considered it a very.important task to pass over to 
the young fraternal Communist Parties the very rich expe- 
Tience of the Bolshevik Party accumulated in the process us : 
struggle against tsarism and capitalism, im the course of 
three Russian revolutions. Lenin described his book ‘Left’ 
Wing Communism — an infenale ree a ee if oh ttee 
; in Marxist strate tactics. 
Tience of a popular talk in M: attention to a criticism of 


this book Lenin devoted special 0 ) 
the various leftist, sectarian tendencies, wae 
themselves in the ranks of several Communis : 
“Left’-Wing Communism — an idee ee 
came the guide on the strategy and eet ns 
Which the science of the ae Pp ue 
struggle of the proletariat was am reer ie 
ago, this Leninist work of genius r 


ushment of the Soviet powcr in Russia as a 
ctory of the Great October Socialist Revoe 
€ revolutionising infiuence upon the 

ds, Millions of toiling peoples of Europe and 
ovement under the direct influence of 
profound revolutionary crisis enveloped 


ses of capitalist Europe organised a 
olidarity with the peoples of Soviet 
Siikes and sabotaging production and 
t] 


the armies of the interventionists and 
ne countries of the entente, the strike 
< or the cessation of war assumed a 
Of the first results of the October Rev0- 


evolution the working class move 
untries rose to a new, higher levél 


(V. I. Lenin: Ibid, p. 579) 


the brother Communist Par. 
anisational, ideological and 
cS. 


1k 


‘ommunism — an Infantile 
hat is universally applicable 
ersally essential in the ise 
s of Bolshevism for the entire 
ovement. 


= F 
el reveals to all countries something, 

tial, of their near and inevitable 
workers of every land have long under- 
en they have not so much understood it 
d it, by revolutionary class instinct. Here 
aational ‘significance’ (in the narrow sense 
Soviet power, and of the fundamen- 


leory and tactics.” (V. I. Lenin: Selected 

(947, Vol, II, p. 572) 
fe tober Socialist Revolution, which was 
th leadership of Lenin and Stalin, by in- 
Mf the strategy and tactics of ihe revolu- 
proletariat, signified a radical change in 
of mankind, It was a revolution, not 
jes”, it gave rise io a radical 


or emancipation of the world pro- 
Struggle and forms of organisa- 


olution exposed the falsity of the 
3 of imperialism on the possibility 
Ocialism through bourgeois par- 
€rs’in all countries see clearly 
onghold of revolutionary Marx- 
roves that it is impossible to end 
cial-Democratism which is the 


tures of the October Revolt 
lution was the classic model of 
life of the Leninist theory of 
at which is not a pune 


sential for all lands. Bok 
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‘Teninism is the international doctrine of the proleta- 

an of all lands itable and essential for all countries 

luding the developed capitalist coun- 

‘+ es.” (J. V. Stalin: Problems of Leninism, Moscow, 1945, 
. 127) xi 


Mhe October Rey 
of imperia 1 


tion dealt a shatfering blow to the 
minced its rule in the colonies and 
» opened a new chapter in the 
semi-colonial countries, Lenin 
itability of a revolutionary 
ity of the great historic vic- 


a 


Bry of the Chine 5 The teachings of Lenin and 
alin on the national and colonial revolution in the epoch 
Of imperialism under the leadership of the working class and 
Ider the banner of internationalism has become a part of 
the theoretical treasury of Marxism-Leninism. 
The historic victory of the great Chinese people, which 
' was achieved under the leadership of the Communist Party 
' of China, headed by Mao Tse-tung, is a new defeat for the 
and anti-democratie camp and a fresh blow to 
who are unable to halt the course of 
growing consolidation of the 


imperialis 

the instigators of war, 
the social development and 
of democracy and Socialism. 


Cain} 
The defeat of Hitlerite Germany and militarist Japan 
in ti second World War, which was effectéd because of 
the decisive role of the Soviet Union, was the most impor- 
equisite for the victories of the Chinese people and 


> tant 
mz : utionary movement of the oppressed 


the rise in the revo 
eoples of Asia. (a “ ‘ 
4 EF enin wrote that day by day it is becoming clearer to 


the workers of the whole world that 

as indicated the right road of escape from the — 
erialism, that Bolshevism can serve 
as a model of tactics for all”, that “on some ee eee 
questions of the proletarian revolution, all fee eae abe 
evitably will to go through what Russia a oe Ja ae 
(V. I. Lenin: Selected Works, Moscow, 1947, Vol. . a 


p. 978) 


“Bolshevism h 
horrors of war and imp: 


the Communist 


ing-class movement of ‘ 
BE action of diversities but such an applicatio 
“principles of Communisn as_ 
‘principles in thee 
princi the ni 
Bee asult of the defeat oo ae : 
ories of the Soviet Army 7 a 


The unity of the imterna) vonountries demands not the 


ple’s Democracy where the 
is implementing the functions 
oletariat. \ 
Leader of « New Epoch, written 
ventieth birthday of J. V. Stalin, the 
Committee of the Polish Uniteq 
te: ° 


of the proletarian revolution and 


@ople, Poland and the other coun- 
ie} Army from the violence of the 
aders, can today carry out the functions 
f the proletariat in the form of People’s 


racy is a tremendous historic achieye- 
| our people and the peoples of the countries 


a victory won 
and Stalin, 


‘Speak about this victory with such profound 
| faith precisely because we have before us the 
eC ‘th and struggle 
‘by Lenin and Stalin resulted in the triumph of 
he USSR.” (From Nove Drogi, Organ of the 
"of the Polish United Workers’ Party, 


an appraisal of the Russian and the en- 
Orking-class movement, Lenin showed 
mental conditions of victory over the 
ite centralism, the strictest discipline of 
said that without the iron disciplne 
nout the fullest and unreserved support 


ty 


Id not have maintained themselves 
alf months, let alone two anda h 


‘the discipline of a revolutionary 
j maintained, tested and reinfonl 
e proletarian vanguard, its abilily 
€ non-proletarian toiling Bee 
litical leadership exercise¢, © 
of its political strategy @ 


ariat in the USSR, due to the help © 


the whole mass of the working 


7 in close touch with primarily the : 
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es, provided that the broadest masses have been conyin- 
by their own experience that they are correct. Such are 
main conditions which have been worked out by prolong- 
effort, hard-won experience and a correct revolutionary 
ory, in the absence of which discipline in a revolutionary 
pty is unthinkable. 

Genin points out that Bolshevism was able to build up 
hd successfully maintain the strictest centralisation and 
number of historical peculiarities of 
od, Bolshevism arose on the very firm - 
» theory of Marxism, which Russia achieved 
ps the only correct revolutionary theory 


“veritably through suffering, by half a century of unprece- 
dented torment and sacfifice, of unprecedented revolutionary 
heroism, incredible energy, devoted searching study, testing 
in practice, disappointment, verification and comparison with 
European experience.” (V, I, Lenin: Selected Works Moscow, 
Vol. IT, p. 579) 


On the other hand, Bolshevism passed through practical 
history that was very rich in experience. Lenin points out 
that in no other country was there concentrated during so 
short a time (1903-17) such a wealth of forms and methods 
of struggle involving all classes of modern society, as in 


Russia. ; 

Bolshevism grew up, consolidated and became steeled 
in the main in the struggle against opportunism, which in 
1914 «crew into social chauvinism and definitely sided with 


the bourgeoisie. This was the principal enemy of Bolshevism 
in the working-class movement. The Bolsheviks exopsed 
tuthlessly the baseness, loathsomeness and vileness of 
social chauvinism and “Kautskyism”. This was one of the 
“main reasons why Bolshevism was able to attain victory in 


1917, 
~ “The victory of the revolutionary proletariat is Salas 
unless this evil is combated, unless the soc ae ae aS 
are exposed, discredited and ex pollegs see a - ae 
pursued by the Third International.” (V. I. Lenin, |, D. 
Jentlessly against another 
t—petty-bourgeois 


g Bolshevism also struggled re 

_ €nemy within the working-class movemen 
 semi-anarchist “revolutionism . eee 
‘The entire social content of pet evil - 
ism” is opposed to the principles Ge a Le fd 
© The small proprietor, who under a ea hess 3 

“opression, an acute and rapid deteri Hee Sanh ie 
life ending “in ruin, easily goes : i nary” 


mihi ae 


x mmunist Parties are daj 

tives on the Fcoiianite a 
ise to small-scale economy anq 
h has still not disappeared, ¢ 
tions that have not been cies 
felt in all spheres of social, ail: 


s of petty-bourgeois “r 
mmunists. Thus, for oan 
sis of 1923, when the German 
over to the tactics of circuitous 
corre t tactics in the struggle for win- 
ssés of the German proletariat, the 
speated old slogans and came out 
of work, _ They adopted a sceptical 
ictivities, ignored the slogans calling 


ay 


inning over the trade unions, and they K 
n of “leave the trade unions’, At the : 
Leftists’ barred the path of the Com- ~ ik 
broad masses of the Cermon working 1 


izovists constituted such ‘ultra-Leftists’ 
tion. After the 1917 October Revolu- 


e ; 
“be forgotien” said Comrade * 
im of the ECCI on January 22, 1926, “that 
Ultra-Lefts are in actual fact twin- 
ently take up an opportunistic posi- 
ference, however, that the Rights do not 
oh portunism, while the Lefts always 

unism behind ‘revolutionary’ phrases.” 
eted Works, Russ. Ed., Moscow, Vol. VILL, 


“a 


lin at a ses- 


gainst the Right opportunists 
uired still greater importance ~ 
of the countries of the West 
Communist Parties arose an 
ditions. The absence of homo- — 
of the Communist Party, the 


making a break with Soct 
tence of such an opponent & 


Actory of Socialism. 


in general is impo 
Comrade Stalin, ev 
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an enemy like the European bour- 
apparatus and press—such were the: 
brother Communist Parties develop- 
he rearing of revolutionary cadres, 


Democracy, and 
With its Stat 
fions in which the 


if struggle for t 
e winning ov £ broad masses of the working class 
side and er pating them from the influence of 


orrupt Right-S< st leaders—the true agents of im- 


importance for the organisational, ideolo- 

isolidation of the brother Communist _ 1 

entless and irreconcilable struggle waged : 
in against anti-Party groupings which 

osed ag counter-revolutionary agents (oh 

ence service, against the Trotskyite- 

counter-revolutionary groupings 

s of the 

h in the 


imperialist! 
fovievite, Bukharinite 
ich tried to bring about a split in the rank 
SU (B) and to infect the Party with a lack of fait 


“Teninism was born, grew up and became strong in its 
ruthless struggle against opportunism of every brand, in- 
cluding centrisin in the West (Kautsky) and centrism in our 
country (Trotsky, etc.),” said Comrade Stalin. (J. V. Stalin: 


Problems of Leninism, Moscow, 1947, p. 379) 


Twenty-five years ago, Comrade Stalin in his talk on 
> the Communist Party of Germany and 


group which was opposed to the “fy 
‘out against the Brest-litovs Bethe Prospects of ie 
SNe 3 Brest-Litovsk Fea Bic cae gave a classic definition of all the conditions 
: Se without which the Bolshevisation of the Communist Parties 

3 ssible. These conditions, formulated by 


en today represent for brother Commu- 


‘ i d fighting programme of strug- 
exiensigia a ical and political con- 


s ao Ne ine ee i d ideologica 
- solidation of Commu: 
tion of the strates 


r isation an ] 
Gat nist Parties for a correct implementa- 


y and tact, 
1 Comrade Stalin in this talk, “that 
et and in particular if Social- 


“Tb is necessary,” 
overcome in it, should 


the entire work 
Democratic traditions have no 
be reorganised jn a new 
» such 2 manner thi 
of its actions would nabutely a 
of the masses, 
of the working class 
“Tt. is necessary ee 
its work an jrrecone) 
fused with revolutionary ieee 
_ of flexibility and manoew “e 


Cc 10 


t is impossible for the 
and organisation and 
the proletariat with the 
revolution and to combine 
struggle.” (J. V. Stalin; 
, Vol, VI, p. 38-39) 


that Communist Parties 
ages of the parliamentary 
ighest form of the class ~ 
he Party must master the 
sm and link it indissolubly 
Party must work out its 
uulae learnt by rote but asa 
he concrete conditions of 
yy necessarily taking into 
volutions of all countries; 
of these slogans in the fire of 
he masses; not merely teach 
m the masses; not conceal its 
but train cadres to learn from 
ty must be able to select a main 
“most devoted amongst the fore- 
ying the strategy | tacties 
position of Party o 
be purged of oppo 
nd observe the stric 
eck up the fulfilment of their 


s book “Left-Winyg’” Commu 

the essence of the tactics of 
rious stages of the revolutionary 
¢ the political activity of the 
profound scientific basis. — 
science and an art that has _ 
ot given free as a gift”, and 
e successful when they Ss 


tention of Communists to” 
eir tactical line should pro 
considerations ‘but from 
strategy and tactics 0” 
ms of theory, but thi 
‘or the activity of 


Party in this or that 
‘by the Mar: 


147 


situation. The Party, while being guided 
st theory of social development, must grope for, 
grasp and divine the essential and the peculiar in this 
Situation, which must determine the tactical line of the 
Party fora definite interval of time. As in a number of his 
other works, Lenin in his book “Left-Wing” Communism— 
An Infantile Disorder once again recalls the words of Marx 
and Engels that their theory is not a dogma but a guide to 
in is permeated with a struggle 


action.. This book of I 
against the doctrinairism and scholasticism in politics, 
which was characteristic of the “Left” Communists. 

In laying bare the roots of the mistakes of the “Left” 
Communist \ at the “Left” Communists do 
not under e Party in the class struggle 
of the pr ics are practically the tac- 
tics of a circle of 1 not of a Party of the 
working cl : ( ‘ation to the working 
class. S} in Germany, Lenin several 
times emp 


not a party of the class, but 

> masses—but a group of intellect- 
*s Who imitate the worst features of 
uin, Selected Works, Moscow, 1947, 


uals and ¢ 
intellectualism.” 
Vol. II, p. 599 


Lenin and Stalin teach us that the Party is the foremost 
section of the working class, which together with the class 
constitutes a complete whole—and does not possess its own 
special aims as distinct from the aims and tasks of the 
working class as a whole. The Party is the conscious and 
organised detachment of the proletariat a detachment 
which leads the revolutionary struggle and is intimately — 
linked by innumerable threads with the entire class. But 
lead the class does not mean to take into account the Party 
alone and not to pay attention to the mass that is led. : 
Party must thoughtfully listen for the mood of the : 
and constantly take into account the level of their consci- 
ousness, their readines to support the one or the oth 
slogans, the one or the other actions of the Party. 1 

‘ ‘alone understood the essi 


by new ones, 
and not onl; 


hemseh 
Par 


be won with the vanguard 
lone into the decisive hbatile 
the broad masses have taken 
port of the vanguard, or at 
r towards it, and one in which 
the enemy, would be not merely 
that actually the whole glass, 
ni of toilers and those oppres- 

ke up such a position, propaganda ana 
not enough. For this, the masses must 
tical experience. Such is the fundamental] 
lutions, now confirmed with astonishing 
‘ot only in Russia but also in Germany.” 


of the broad masses is formed under 
ditions of their life, in the course of 
the masses for an improvement in these 
e, the appeal of the Party to the masses, 
Ongst the masses for the overthrow of the 
ty political systems, only then attains success when 
combines with the demands which are om rg- 
elow, from the masses themselves, and consciously 
at which the masses themselves have already felt 
; experienced the unsuitability of the old forms 


-ommunist Party must by its tactics, by its prac- 
ms, help the masses to understand its slogans and 
aim of its struggle. The Party must have in view 
ractic: actions—apart from such forms of stru ggle— 
ould lead up the masses to the positions of the 
convineing the masses in practice of its correct- 
as er such circumstances that the Party 
z ustifies its role as leader of the working 
forward as a Party of the Class, a Party of 
hot as a circle of propagandists. 

the basis of the strategy of Bolshevism, 
Communism—An In fantile 
rete problems of tactics, 
Ommunists abroad, These are 
vork of the Communists in trade 
“pation in bourgeois parliaments, on 

pro mises, ete, 


/ 
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completely be handed over to the control of the opportu- 
nists. It is clear that the Marxist Party sets before itself the 
task of winning over the majority of the working class and 
the leadership of its struggle cannot consign itself to such 
inactivity. 
Lenin said: ; 
i “You must not fear difficulties, you must not fear the 
pinpricks, chicanery, insults and persecution of the ‘leaders’ 
(who, being opportunists and social-chauvinists, are in most 
cases directly or indirectly connected with the bourgeoisie and 
the police), but must imperatively work wherever the masses 
are to be found,” (V. I, Lenin, Ibid, p. 596) 


Lenin showed from the examples of the work of the Bol- 
sheviks in Zubatov societies under tsarism ‘that one 
must work in any society and trade unions—even the most 
“reactionary” — in which proletarian and semi-proletarian 
masses are to be found. 


“To fear this ‘reactionariness’, to try to avoid it, to skip 
it, would be the greatest folly, for it would be fearing that 
function of the proletarian vanguard which consists in train- 
ing, educating, enlightening and drawing into the new life 
the most backward strata and masses of the working class 
and the peasantry.” (V. I. Lenin, Ibid, p. 594) 


In a number of his works Comrade Stalin in developing 
the directives of Lenin, discloses the tremendous harm 
wrought by the “Left” Communists and by their theory of 
“non-participation” in the trade unions which were under 
the influence of the opportunist groups and parties. Com- 


rade Stalin said: 

“In the West, there are still at present some individual 
‘Communists’’ whe continue to vropagate the anti-pro- 
Jetarian and anti-revolutionary slogan of ‘leave the trade 
unions’. It must be said that no one could harm the Commu- 
nist movement in the West more than these EGHIC and 
‘Communists’ similar to them. These people think of “attack- 
ing” the trade unions from outside, considering them to be 


the camp of the enemy. They do not understand that with 


such a policy the workers will consider just these people 
as the enemies. They do not understand whether the trade 
unions are good or bad, but the mass of workers still con- 
sider them as their strongholds which help them to preserve 
their wages, the working-day, etc. They do not understand 
that such a policy does not facilitate but undermines the 
cause of the penetration of the Communists amongst the 


a class.” (J. V. Stalin, Col. 
y, Vol. VII, p. 104-5) 


hi also by the theory of the 
of the Communists partici. 


mmunists who affirmed that 
een overcome, Lenin wtote 
be made between the fact 
¢ ing» Overcome historically 
ly. The fact that in a world- 
sourgeois parliamentarism hag 

bourgeois parliamentarism 
acticein the consciousness of 
‘to Overcome the parliament- 
nemore graphically it is demon- 
that parliaments do not 
jople but serve the int 


enter bourgeois parliaments not 
1 work in them as the one-time 
In order to utilise the parli ntary 
Of the political enlightenment of 


eues of Western Europe and Amer- 
th the fask of utilising b urgeois 
ew way not like the pa of the 
transformed parliamentary forms 
ms Of struggle and did not want 
forms with non-parliamentary 
ties had to master all forms of 
Lenin writes; 


means of warfare, we may suffer 
defeat if changes in the position of 
z do not depend on us bring to the. 
Y in which we are particularly 
‘ks, Moscow 1947, Vol. IT, vp. 629) 


ts out forcefully to this very 
his work on The Founda- 
lin writes: 


ship is to master all forms 


results necessary to 
. Stalin: Problems of 


Tn exposing the sham revo- 


15k 


The “Left” Communists thought it was sufficient to ad- 
mit the permissibility of compromises in general to obli- 
terate the boundary between opportunism and revolutionary 
Marxism. Lenin explained this mistake and on the basis of 
the experience of the Bolshevik Party, proved the permissi- 
bility in principle of the tactics of compromises for a revo- 
lutionary party. Moreover, Lenin considered that he who 
does not prove in practice during quite a considerable pe- 
riod of time and in quite diverse political conditions his abi- 
lity to have recourse to a compromise which is in the inter- 


ests of the revolution and of the proletarian party, has not 
still learni how to help the revolutionary class in its strug- 
gle for the emancipation of toiling makind from the 
exploiters, 

The expediency of the tacties of such compromises which 
would strengthen the Communists and weaken their oppo- 


nent, ensues out of the interests of the proletariat, Under 
capitalism the working class is surrounded by a mass of 

gated, different strata and sections of the population, | 
: livided into more developed and less developed | 
trata, divided aecording to profession, religion and territo- 
in, ete. This makes it absolutely necessary for the 
Communist Party to resort to manoeuvres, to compromises 
with the various groups of the proletariat, with the various 
parties of the petty-bourgeoisie. : 

Lenin wrote that the whole history of Bolshevism, both 
before and after the October Revolution, knows many in- 
stances of temporary agreements and compromises with 
other parties, bourgeois parties included. Besides, he cites Fi 
the cases of the actual compromises of the Bolsheviks with 4 
the “Legal” Marxists in the nineties, with the Socialist Re- 
volutionaries, with the “Left” Mensheviks, ete. Lenin em- 
phased whole point lies in knowing how to apply these tac- 
tics in such a way as to raise, and not lower, the general 
Jevel of proletarian class consciousness, revolutionary spirit, 
and ability to fight and to conquer.” (V. I, Lenin: Selected 
Works, Moscow, 1947, Vol. II, p. 612) 


The importance of Lenin’s directions on the tactics ofees 
A meine is particularly clear to the proletariat which, 
having accomplished a Socialist Revolution in one country, 
i. warounded by capitalist countries. Under these circum- 
stances Lenin emphasised that, | ; 


e powerful enemy can be conquered only by exert- 

tmost effort, and by necessarily, thoroughly, care- 

tively and skilfully taking advantage of every, 
” re 


“the mor 
ing the w 
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the First World War when the Communist Parties were still 
weak, the links between the toiling masses of the different 
countries were almost absent and the Communist Parties 
did not still possess their generally acknowledged leaders 
of the working class movement, The services of the Comin- 
tern consist in that it restored and strengthened the ties bet- 


new postwar conditions of development and established the 
general norms of propaganda and agitation of the ideas of 
Communism and facilitated the task of education and steel- 
ing of the leaders of the working class movement. Thereby 
the conditions were created for transforming the young 
Communist Parties into mass working class parties, - 

The Second World War was a serious test for the Com- 
munist Parties. In this war the Communist Parties occupied 
the only correct position, ensuing from their very existence 
as parties of the working class, parties of the toiling masses. 

The Communist Parties of Eastern Europe, where the 
fascist occupation raged, particularly of Western Europe 
which fell under the yoke of Hitlerism, of China and other 
countries of Asia, came forward as organisers and leaders of 
the general popular resistance to fascism. They made innu- 
merable sacrifices, heroically and self-sacrificingly fought 
for the freedom and national independence of peoples, The 
Communists rallied round themselves all the freedom-loving 
patriotic elements of the nations, by effecting the unity of 
actions of the various strata of the people. 

This heroic struggle of the Communist Parties earned for 
them deserved authority amongst the broad masses and the 
sacrifice made by them in the struggle forever fixed in the 
consciousness of the masses the image of the Communists as 
true patriots and fighters for people’s happiness, they had 

c in the war years. 

1g The oicaeaes Parties emerged from the Second World 
War still more consolidated and with an extraordinary 
growth in their influence amongst all strata of the popula- 
tion. : 

aling the essence of this historical process of the 
extension of th influence of the Communist Parties, Com- 
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Korean People’s Democratic Republic and of the Democratic 


imperialist powers is coming to an end, 3 
The Communist Parties of a number of capitalist coun- 

tries, in the years that have passed since Lenin’s book saw 
ight of day, have taken serious steps forward in the 


winning over the majority of the working class to their side. 
Tre Communist Party of France has been transformed 
into a militant mass Party. While till the war it comprised — 
of 340,000 members now more than 800,000 members are 
fighting in its ranks. The Communist Party covered itself 
with fighting glory in the years of resistance to fascism and 
acquired tremendous authority in the eyes of the French ~ 
people. A considerable section of the working class of France 
is under the influence of the Communist Party and is self- 
sacrificingly supporting it under the present difficult con- 
ditions of struggle. 
In Italy the Communists had been subjected to the 
ost savage persecution for more than 20 years by the 
olini Government. Immediately after the fall of the 
fascist) regime as a result of the Second World War, the 
Communist Party emerged from underground and was able 
swiftly to build and consolidate close ties with the broadest 
masses. The self-sacrificing struggle of the Communist Party 
during the underground years, the successes of the partisan 
movement it organised in the war years guaranteed it un- 
shakable authority amongst the toilers of Italy. In a short ~ 
time, the numerical strength of the Party increased many 
times over; while om the eve of the war it comprised of 
58,000 members, now it comprises of 2,300,000 members, 
The Communist’ Parties of France and Italy have won 
their influence in thé working class through resolute strug- 
le against the Right-Socialist traitors, who, according to 
Recaue evaluation, are the main enemies of the Commu- 
+s within the working class movement. — Pes: 
ae 1920, the influence of the Right-wing Socialists on 
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the Right-Socialist leaders, the defenders of bourgeois inter- 
ests and the agents of foreign imperialism, the most zealous 
promoters of the ‘Marshall Plan’ and the Atlantic ~+ct, the 
initiators of the foul war in Viet Nam — men like Moutet and 
strikebreakers like Jules Moch... 

“Great efforts are also necessary to extend and conso- 
slidate the alliance with Catholic toilers.” 


The 12th Congress of the French Communist Party 
revealed the mistakes of certain Party organisations—the 
main being an underestimation of the danger of war and at 
the same time an underestimation of the strength of the 
working class, the strength of the camp of peace. Another 
shortcoming, notes the Congress, 


“is sectarianism which, like opportunism, does not believe in 
the masses and prevents the Party from moving forward. It 
is necessary to wage a relentless struggle against it.” 


The Right-wing Socialist leaders are resorting to every 
kind of measure in order to suppress the striving of the 
rank and file members of their party for joint actions with 
the Communists. The Right-wing Socialist leaders in dif- 
ferent countries are serving one master—American impe- 
rialism which regards the Right Socialists as true agents, 
more reliable than the openly bourgeois parties. The Right- 
wing Socialists are trying to conceal their subservience to 
Wall Street with the concoctions that they represent a so- , 
called “Third Force” which ostensibly stands between the 
camp of Socialism and the camp of imperialism and can 
prevent a conflict between them. It is not very difficult to 
understand on what the Right-wing Socialists are counting. 
They would like to instill in the minds of the toiling masses 
of the capitalist countries the idea of the possibility of some 
kind of a Third Path, which is supposed to be unconnected 
with struggle and sacrifice, which forces the masses to be 
imbued with the philosophy of passivity and a refusal to 
wage an active struggle against imperialism. There is no 
need to add that nothing corresponds better to the interests 
of American imperialism than this philosophy. 

Side by side with this preaching on the ‘Third Force’ 
position, the Right-wing Socialists adapted all their old op- 
portunist trash to the needs of the new imperialist market. 
The decrepit Social-Democratic theories on the growing over 
of “national” capitalism into a “super-capitalis organisa- 
tion, was called upon this time to substantiate the preten- 
sions of American imperialism for world domination. The 
old Kautskian songs about the “peaceful growing-over of 
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However, along with these trade union centres there 
"exist trade union federations which are still under the in- 
fluence of the Ri ving Socialist Parties as well as the 
* Catholic parties, which were revived after the war. In 1947, 
ight-wing Socialists, at the instructions of their 
rs, effected a split in the trade union move- 

ment by creating a so-called trade union organisation of 

the rece Ouvriere’, However, the reactionary ‘Force 
> QOuvriere” was able to draw behind itself only an insignifi- 
’ cant part of the membership of the CGT (approximately 
300,000) and the task set by the State Department of the 
USA remained unfulfilled. In Italy in 1948, the representa- 
tives of the Christain Democratic trend and the Saragatists 
undertook the attempt of splitting the Italian General Con- 
federation of Labour. But their attempts led to nought—the 
trade union c ruption created by them — the 
Free Confed ian Toilers and the Italian Fede- 
ration of La re O nisations numerically weak and 
isolated from ¢} ° class. 

The R ialists still wield considerable influence — 
in the » unions of Britain, Belgium and certain other 
countr 

At the direct behest of the State Department of the 
USA the leaders of the British General Council of Trade 
Unions and the American Congress of Industrial Organisa- 
tions effected a split in the World Federation of Trade 
Unions. This was done with the aim of facilitating the ful- 
filment of the expansionist plans of American imperialism. 
But the agents of the State Department did not succeed in 
splitting the World Federation of Trade Unions. The majo- 
rity of the organised workers of the world—78 million—are 
united in its ranks as before. And in order to create: the 
so-called International Confederation of ‘Free’ Trade Unions, 
its leaders were compelled to include in this disruptive con- 
{federation many organisations which had ceased to exist 
Kuomintang “All Chinese Federation of La- 
unions in exile, composed of traitors, who 
People’s Democracies from a just 
retribution for their crimes, and every other kind of rabble. 
The Communists of France, Italy take into account the 
fact that still considerable working masses are under the 
influence of the Right-wing leaders who had duped the 
working class and betrayed its interests, This applies all 
the more to such countries as Britain, USA, Belgium and 
The Communist Parties of these countries are 
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bour”, ‘free’ trade 
had run away from the 


others. 


earrying on a determined struggle against the manifesta- 
tions of sectarianism in their midst and are trying to win 
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ition. Lenin wrote in 1920 
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i id a serious crisis at the 
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on the contrary facilitated the development of fascism and _ 
its advent to power in Germany and in Italy revealed still! 
more to masses the class content of bourgeois democracy. 

The stern realities of the bourgeois State dispelled forcibly 

the illusions of parliamentarism of which Lenin wrote in 

his book. 

‘The authority won by the Communists in the war 
years, the successes of the struggle for the unity of the 
working class achieved in several countries ensured the 
formation of large Communist fractions in parliaments. By 
utilising the parliamentary platform the Communists are 
exposing the policy of the ruling parties which at the present 
time have betrayed the national independence of their 
countries to American imperialism. ‘Thus, the sessions of the 
French Ntaional Assembly and the Italian Parliament 
which discussed the war budgets and the laws which were 
introduced by the Governments and directed against the 
progressive organisations were utilised by the Communists 
in order to demonstrate vividly to the mass of people how 
the pro-American ruling parties are betraying the national 
interests of their countries and are pursuing a policy of 
preparation for a new war and of the armaments race, doom- 
ing the people to starvation and misery. 


Under the present conditions, when a fierce struggle is 
being waged between two camps, the democratic and anti- 
imperialist camp headed by the Soviet Union and the 
anti-democratic imperialist camp with the USA at its head, 
the Communist Parties of the capitalist countries are con-~ 
fronted with tasks of historic importance, 

The importance of the political and organisational work 
of the Communist Parties, their skill in building the closest 
ties with the masses and in leading the struggle not only 
of the working class but also of the broad mass of people 
has increased as never before. Lenin emphasised in parti- 
cular this task in his book “Left-Wing” Communism—An 
Infantile Disorder. 

American monopoly capital is openly pursuing a policy 
of preparing for a new world war, a war for the seizure of 
new markets and territories, for world domination. The 
openly expansionist course adopted by the USA creates a 
menace for all freedom-loving and independent peoples of 
the world. The national independence and freedom of many 
nations and States is in danger. 
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‘ection of millions of signatures to the appeal of the Perma- 


nent Committee with the demand for the prohibition of 
the atomic weapon and the declaration of the Government 
which first employs the atomic weapon as a war-criminal, 
will mean a vast extension of the mass base. of the move- 
ment and the drawing in of newer and newer forces in the 
struggle for Peace, 

The peoples of the whole world are deeply conscious of 
the exceptionally great role of Comrade Stalin in the 
struggle for the guaranteeing of lasting Peace and reliable 
security in the future. The wise words of Comrade Stalin 
on the necessity of making the outbreak of new aggression 
and new wars an impossibility are meeting with a warm 
response from the hearts of millions —nay tens of millions. ~ 
of people of the entire world, who are actively fighting for 
the cause of ce, 

e Communist Parties of the bourgeois countries are 
sent forced to work under the conditions of a develop- 
ntic anti-Communist campaign, inspired by Anglo- 
n imperialist reaction, The Communist Party of 
which has been declared a “subversive” organisation 
and which the U.S. Congress is getting ready to ban is being 
subjected to savage persecutions. f 
The Communist Party of USA has courageously con- 
demned the foreign policy of the Truman Government and 
demanded an end to the war hysteria fomented for the 
purpose of unleashing a-new war. Hence, it can be under- 
stood why the American monopolies strive to reek vengeance 
on the Communist Party and why Craig, the fascist head 
of the “American Legion”, declared recently, “Every single 
member of the Communist Party must be imprisoned.” 
The ‘trial’ organised by the ruling circles of the USA 
of the leaders of the Communist Party pursued the aim of 
removing from the path those who came forward courage- 
ously against the preparations for a new world war, and of | 
destroying the political party of the American working : 
class, a party in whom all progressive and honest men in the 
country rightly perceive “the conscience of America.” 
Besides this, the trial was organised with the aim of sound-  _ _ 
ing a new signal for an attack on the camp of Socialism and 
democracy in the whole world, for organising fresh persecu- - 
tions of the Communist Parties. ee 

In exposing the organisers of these base proceedings, 
Foster, the Chairman of the National Committee of the 
Communist Party of USA, wrote that the proceedings were 
necessary “for the insane foreign policy of the [ uman 
Government” and were an indication to the servitors 
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ato suppress tho , Rey of underestimating the mass organisations, and to do its ut- 

h the aim of facilitating most for the consolidation of trade unions and mass organ- 

mme and of the conquest : isations and an extension of its influence amongst them. 

effected by the mono. j Special attention was paid to the necessity of intensifying 

mnot and will not succeed . the activity of the Communists in non-party organisations 

st Party of USA. = = which are under the treacherous leadership of the Social- 

nal Commiitee of the Commu- 4 Democrats. The Plenum of the Central Committee of the 

“place in 1949, discussed the fs Communist Party of Japan emphasised the importance of 

of the people for Peace and a , Party work in the peasant unions, amongst the agricultural 
#rengthening of the Par Fi workers, the poor peasants and the fishermen, 


fe struggle for unity in ¢ ‘ Speaking of the base methods of the bourgeoisie in the 
tis Re olionery ae a a . er against the growing Communist movement, Lenin 


en, Murray, Carey — the rabid F 
on su at ee nie —— ee “In many countries, including the most advanced, the 
is” “ bourgeoisie is undoubtedly now sending agents-provocateurs 
into the Communist Parties and will continue to do so,” (V.1. 


Lenin: Selected Works, Moscow, 1947, Vol. Tl, p. 591) 


‘of reaction and war. The imperialist The Tito band — that clique of spies and murderers, 
y methods and means in order to arrest long ago recruited by the foreign intelligence service—is a 
rees Of democracy and Socialism. gang of such provocateurs. The imperialist reaction en- 
trusted to this band the fulfilment of .the special task of 
le American imperialists are now, undermining the unity of the international Communist 
1a, assigning a special role to Japan, ; movement with the aim of making it easier for itself to un- 
) eer into a base for the unleashing : leash a new war. Tite is a most commonplace spy and a 
gainst the growing democratic movement in purveyor of new agents for American espionage. 
ingboard for their military adventures 4 Demagogie perorations about “building Socialism in 
and the Chinese People’s Republic. ‘ Yugoslavia with one’s own forces” will not rescue the cli- 
Ss  Teaction, American imperialism is que of Tito-traitors. 
; ity of the democratic forces of the 3 The peoples of Yugoslavia are more and more begin- 
Tokuda Case” represents a man- g ning to recognise that the traitors who had sold themselves 
an imperialists and Japanese reaction $ to the imperialists captured power by deceptive means. They 
g will not escape the judgement of the peoples and the deser- 
5 , ' ved retribution for betrayal of the interests of the working 
the Communist Party of Japan class and the toilers of Yugoslavia, for betrayal of national 
task is to relly the toilers and ; independence. By shackling the country in the chains of 
miggle for national independ- ; police and fascist terror, the traitors placed it at the feet of 
te a national democratic front, the imperialists. ‘ : 
Plans of foreign imperialists One of the notes of the Soviet Government to the Yugo- 
treacherous role of Japanese slav Government emphasises: 
of dapan is striving to im- « ination of what is happening in Yugoslavia to- 
the working class and the day MRM rt Rare it is quile out of the 
activities of the dif- question to speak of popular rule there, or of the present 
government system in Yugoslavia being democratic or 


socialist. we 
“For, what talk can there be of @ socialist system in 


et itself the 
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placed under the a 4 and experience, commits incredible follies, four 
adership of the Yugo-~ ~ endowed “anti-Bolshevik societies”, creates a spec 
ith the Communist Parties 3 . ture on Bolshevism, and hires an extra number of 
$01 rhnmentis Reply to the c j agitators and priests to combat it—we must bow and | 
oncerninig the Unlawful Ar- 4 the capitalist gentry. They are working for us, ‘They 
iploment to New Times, No. 35, i helping us to get the masses interested in the nature : 
a a significance of Bolshevism. And they cannot do othe 
i F ‘for they have already failed to stifle Bolshevism by ‘silence’.” 


ugoslavia” as itis constitu. i 
ear tisclt a Communis a (V. I. Lenin, Selected Works, Moscow, 1947, Vol. II, pp. 632-' 


o the hands of the enemies of 4 In concluding his book, “ ing” 14. A 
he S ‘ : g his book, “Left-Wing” Communism—An ~~ 
Spies—since the doors of the ‘ ; Infantile Disorder, V. I. Lenin writes: 1 


wide for bourgeois-kulak ele- i. E GoM 
ovie gang expels the Commu. Communists should know that the future in any case 
zo) etarian internationalism out of belongs to them; therefore, fve can (and must) combine the | 
ty and Biochem down. most intense p: n in the great revolutionary struggle with | 
ee Party of Rucoslavia” aa ; a coolest and most sober esimation of the bourgeoisie.” 
| fulfilling the espionage instruc- 4 ee 
ovic gang. These flaming words, permeated with the most profound 
of Yugoslavia has been converted into an : faith in the ultimate victory of the great cause of the work- 
ing class, inspire the Communists in all countries in the 
struggle for Peace, Democracy and Socialism. 2 2 
The Leninist-Stalinist teachings on the strategy and tac- 
tics of Bolshevism help the brother Communist Parties 
u which in the course of thirty years have scone a ane x 
unist and Workers’ i ‘ i mass parties of the working class, to increase their vigilance” 
; tasks that ee circ ee j against the intrigues of imperialist reaction and the most 
ary vigilance in their ranks and that varied types of its agents; to implant and consolidate dis- 
1 lements who had wormed ie ical : cipline in Party ranks; to develop criticism and ee - 
the Parties should be exposed and = lic r of shortcomings in work; to learn the art of the sae > 
3 the label under which th: She ; win over the majority of the working class and the 1g 
ep Memes lcy screen them- masses to its sides, - alin ghe brotha cama 
h : A | In the works of Lenin and Stalin the brother oO 
pee pra Communist Patiiag : ist Parties have found and are finding the most values 
Cological work, the education directions as to how one must utilise the most reactionary 
of loyalty to proletarian interna- trade unions and parliaments, combine legal and ill 
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Every reader of the COMMUNIST had been asking for an 
analysis of the theory and practice of the Socialist Party 
of India for quite a long time. We are very glad to announce 
that a booklet on the Indian Socialists is ready for sale. 


In this booklet, the author analyses the statements of policy, 
the reports and resolutions of the Socialist Party Conferen- 
ces as also the speeches of the top-ranking socialist leaders 
and contrasts them with the policy of the Congress Govern- 
ment. The socialist leaders clamour very much about 


* “Democratic Socialism”. This booklet analyses their claim to 


be real socialists and democrats. This booklet analyses the 


§ foreign policy of the Socialist Party—‘positive neutrality’— 


as well as their attitude towards the Soviet Union, their 


‘ stand on the Korean issue, on the American atomaniacs, the 


fight for Peace and such other burning issues of the present 
international situation. 


This is a factual analysis and the conclusions the author 


draws may not at all be palatable to the Socialist Party 


; leaders. 
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